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7 HEN any extraordinary Genius 
departs this World, (and ſurely 
Mr. Alexander Pope muſt: be al> 
low'd ſo to have been, even by 
his very Enemies) though the beſt 
Bae of ſuch a Perſon is certainly to be 
form'd from his own Writings, yet are not the 


Publick contented, therewith,-unleſs they have * 


likewiſe ſome Account of his Birth, Extraction, 


Education, Perſon, Temper, Character, Prin- 
ciples, and, if poſſible, of his Adventures. 


Nor has this only been the Humour of the 
preſent Age, but, for aught we can find to the 
contrary, of all Ages; and to this it is we owe, 


the Lives of the moſt celebrated Poets of former 
Times, which are conſtantly prefix'd to the beſt 
Editions of their Works, as may be ſeen in 


thoſe of Virgil and Horace, cum Notis variorum, 
or in Uſum Delphini. In effect, it is not at all 


. ſarprizing, that, when People have been greatly 


charm'd, with the flowing Numbers, beautiful 


Deſcriptions, or elevated and ſublime Senti- 


ments, of a fine Writer, they ſhould want to 


-1 know how ſuch a Perſon behaved, ſpoke, or 


B thought 


i 


3 120 
thought in private Life; this is no more than 
a natural and warrantable Curioſity, and the 
indulging it is far from being criminal: Much 
leſs ſo, when all theſe admirable Qualifications, 
joined to the ſoundeſt Judgment, and the moſt 
ner vous ſenſe, meet in one and the ſame Perſon, 
as they did eminently, in the various Writings 

of our incomparable Poet. When Prince Eu- 
gene came over to England, we are acquainted 
by the ingenious Author of the Tatlers, that, 
tho* that great Man's general Character was 
univerſally known, he was peſter'd with num- 
berleſs Epiſtles, deſiring an exact Account of 
the Stature, Features, Shape, Temper, and 
divers other Particulars, of that Hero: Why 
may they not, therefore, be equally deſirous, of 
as exact an Account of the aforeſaid Particulars, 
with relation to our Poet, who was, in his Way, 
to the full as great a Man, and as much an 
Honour to his Country? Add to this, that he 
was an Engliſhman, which ought the more to 
endear him to us. ; e 
To comply then with this not- unreaſonable 
Curiolity of the Publick, at leaſt as far as lies 
in our Power, all the Information we could 
poſſibly get, from the very beſt Intelligence we 
have been able to procure, concerning each of 
| theſe Particulars, ſhall be here impartially and 
_ candidly laid before them. And firft, as to the 
Birth of Mr. Alexander Pope, the Hero of the 
following Sheets, We are aſſured, by the Au- 
thor of the Lives of the Poets, Giles Jacob, Eſq; 
lately deceaſed alſo, to the great Regret of divers 
publick-ſpirited Members, of that uſeful and learned 
- Fraternity the Bibliopolæ, a Perſon who, if not 
of ſo bright a Genius as our Poet, was, undoubt- 


edly, 


, 233 * 

edly, of indefatigable Diligence, (as is evident 
from his many voluminous Productions,) 
conſequently may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to 
have ſpared no Pains to be rightly inform'd in 
an Affair of ſuch Moment; and who was alſo 
of unqueſtionable Veracity, as will be readily 
teſtify d, and avouch'd, by the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the above- mentioned uſeful Fraternity, 
who were concerned in printing his Labours, 
and therefore ought to be deem'd the beſt Judges 
thereof; We are aſſured, then we ſay, by the afore- 
ſaid Gentleman, that our great Metropolis has 
an indubitable Claim to the Honour of his Birth; 

and that he firſt ſaw the Light, Auno Dom. 1688, 
a2 Year, which will be henceforth almoſt as fa- 
mous, .for the Nativity of our Poet, as for that, 
of the Pretender, or even for being the ZEra of 
the Revolution ; ſince the Birth of Mr. Pope has 
occaſioned very near as great @ Revolution, in the 
Regions of Parnaſſus, (at leaſt with reſpect to 
Engliſh Poetry) as the Nativity of the Chevalier 
de St. George has cauſed, in the Dominions ſub- 
Ject to the Crown of Great Britain. 

We' can't help obſerving likewiſe upon this 
Head, that there ſeems to have been ſomething 
ominous (if we may be allow'd to uſe that Word 
ina good Senſe) in his very Name ; or, to explain 
ourſelves more clearly, declarative not only of 
his future Perfe&ions, but of ſome Accidents 
which were to accompany his Life ; inſomuch, 
that we could be almoſt tempted, to agree in her 
Opinion, at leaſt on this Occaſion, with a certain 
Lady, who being perſuaded by her Friends to 
marry a Gentleman of the Name of Badcock, 
could by no means be induced to comply with 
them, by all the Arguments they could make 


2. uſe 
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Reaſon for her Refuſal, (which to them ſeem'd 


unaccountable, ſince her Lover was not only 
very agrecable, and a Man of Senſe, bur a 


Match much ſuperior to what ſhe could rea- | 


ſonably expect, in point of Fortune) after many 
Evaſions, ſhe at laſt anſwer'd, not without 


ſome Bluſhes, that, having been taught Latin 


in her Childhood, ſhe had read ſomewhere, that 


Nomina ſunt fignificativa Rerum, and that ſhe 
would not run the Hazard, of putting it to the 


Trial, whether this Definition would prove true 
or not, in the Inſtance of her Admirer, becauſe 
ſhe would not run the Riſque, of having her 


Name brought into the Commons, (to procure a 
' Diſſolution of the Marriage, if ſhe ſhould find 


the ſaid Definition verify*d) and from thence 
tranſmitted down to Poſterity, in the modeſt 


Rhapſedies of the ingenious and W Mr. 
 Ed—d C—l:. 5 
Accordingly, we laſt PN we think, | 


never was Name better adapted, either to the 
Qualifications of our Poet, or ſome particular 
Circumſtances that were to attend him, from his 
Birth to his Deceaſe ; no, not even thoſe Sur- 
names, given by the Romans to their great 
Men, ex poſt Facto, after ſome glorious Atchieve- 
ment, ſuch as Coriolanus, Africanus, Aſiaticus. 
For Inſtance, what are the Ideas we annex to 


the word Pope, and what are the Titles the 
Roman Pontiff arragates to himſelf? Do we 


ever think of his Holine/s, without 3 


thereto the Idea of his being a Papiſt? And 


does he not call himſelf the Supreme and In- 
Fallible Head of the Church of Rome? Does 
not Nn Pope ſtrong] y reſemble his Tuular ING 
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fake in every one of theſe Circumſtances? Was 


not he a Papiſt? Was not his Religion fre- 


quently objected to him, by his di/ingenuous 
Enemies, as a Crime, that ought to outweigh 


all his good Qualities? Again, will not his 


Supremacy and Infallibility, in Poetry, be as readily 
admitted, by the Majority of Good Fudges, as 
that of the Pontiff, in that Church, by the 
Majority of Roman Catholicks? To proceed, 
will not theſe Pretenſions, of the Biſhop of 
Rome, be peremptorily demed him, by all thoſe 
whom that Church terms Hereticks? And will 
they not as obſtinately be refuſed Mr. Pope, by 


* 


But it is not only in theſe few particular In- 


ſtances, we think his Name to have been as 


well ſuited to the Man, in every Reſpect, as 
if it had been given him ex poſt Facto, (as was 


before obſerved) but in innumerable others. 
Exempli Gratid; whenever it has been judgd 


neceſſary, either for the Advantage, or Safety, of 


certain Gentlemen, who ſhall be nameleſs, to 


work up the Majority of the People, whether 
within or without Doors, 1t matters not which, 
or, to uſe the Terms of a great Poet of former 
Days, whether the Great Yulgar or the ſmall, 
to an implicit Behef, that a Plot was in Agita- 
tion, deſtructive to our happy Conſtitution in Church 


and State, (by which they conſtantly meant their 
dear Selves) they have never failed of introducing 


either the Pretender and the Pope, or the Pope 
and the Pretender, as inſeparable, Attendants on, 
and neceſſary Conſequences of, each other ; in ſhort, 
they have been as continual and faithful Com- 
pantons, and uſed to as good Purpoſe, to terri- 
fy, as ſucceſsfully, and keep in Awe, the Children 


of 
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3 larger Growth, as Raw-Hrapd and 
flop y-Bones, to frighten, and daſtardize, 
ourſelves and our Anceſtors, for many Generations, 
when we were Infants. And, whether the Birth 
of our Poet was antecedent to that of the Pre- 


tender, or that of the Pretender to that of our 


Poet, a Circumſtance of the greateſt Importance, 
as to which the afore-mentioned learned Biogra- 


pber Mr. Giles Facob has left us very much in the 


Dark, (az Omiſſion, which will never be par- 


dened him by the Criticks, and which, if another 


Bentley ſhould ever ariſe, will, undoubted y, be 


ſcrutinized into, with the utmoſt Diligence, Saga- 


city, and Penetration) is it not highly remarkable, 
that they were both born in the ſame Year, and 
that the inviolable Attachment of the one to the 
other, was continually objected to our Pact, as 
has been already obſerved ? | 7 
Again, whether it has been thought er 


in order to raiſe Contributions, to ſpread an Alarm 


of Popery,. excluſive of the Pretender, or of the 
Pretender, excluſive of Popery, for this has ſome- 
times happen'd, though not frequently, it has 
always been obſerved, that whenever the Popu- 
lace have thought fit to proceed to military Exe- . 
cution, the Pope and the Pretender have conſtantly 
been thrown lovingly, into the ſame Bonfire toge- 
ther. In effect, the Roman Pontiff has not been 
oftener burnt in Effigy, by our zealous Proteſtants, 
than our nominal Pope has been roaſted, in black 
and white, another Species of Burning, by the 
furious Hypercriticks of our Age; and, it muſt 
be owned, to as little Purpoſe as old Infallibility, . 
ſince the latter has not one Proſelyte the e nor 
the other one Ane, 3 


Yet 


E 1 
Feet again, it is well known, that though the 
Pretender is a great Bigot to the Romiſh Rellgion, 
as he is generally allow'd to be, the Pontiffs, 
on the contrary, have not always been the 
ſame, but have been great Latitudinarians in 
that Point; as Leo X. and Sextus Quintus, Two 
of the greateſt that ever fill'd the Chair; nay, 
ſome have been ſuſpected of being of no Reli- 
gion, as Alexander VI. if we miſtake not, the 
Father of Cz/ar Borgia, and ſome even of be- 
ing Proteſtants, as Innocent XII. who was Pon- 
tiff at the Revolution, and has been frequently 
affirmed, to have privately favour'd the Expe- 
dition of the Prince of Orange, after wards King 
William III. And it is well known, by all, 
who had the Happineſs to be acquainted with 
Mr. Pope, that he was no Bigot, as even his 
Writings make evidently appear; on the con- 
trary, though we believe him very ſincere, in his 
Profeſſion of the Romiſh Religion, and for this 
very Reaſon (againſt which, we fancy, his v 
Enemies will not have any thing to alledge,). 
becauſe it was repugnant to his Intereſt, and 
Intereſt will not lye; yet was he a zealous A 
ſertor of Britiſh Liberty and Property, and confe- 
3 in that reſpect, rather a V big than a 


Tach, To conclude this Allufion, or Paral- 
lel, (our Readers, if we have any, may call it 
which they pleaſe,). though we have often ſeen 
the Pope, and the Pretender, committed to the 
Flames, in Efigy, by thoſe zealous Proteftants, 
the Populace of Great Britain; in which they 
have been ſometimes abetted, to ſerve a preſent 
Turn, by their Superiors ; we don't ſpeak it to 

their Commendation ; yet thus much is certain, 

| oY that 


W 
that the Zffigies of the Pretender has always been 
deſigned, to repreſent the ſame identical Perſon, 


who is now called by that Name, whereas that 


of the Pope was always intended, to repreſent 
the Pontiff then reigning, at the Time of ſuch 
Military Execution; and conſequently, the ſaid 
Pretender has out- lived divers Popes, one hav- 
ing ſucceeded to another, as faſt as the Holy - Sec 
became vacant, and another cou'd be elected to 
fill it up: And, in Conformity even to this 
Circumſtance the /aid Pretender has likewiſe ſur- 
vived our Pope; but, as we are our ſelves zealous 
Proteſtants, and inviolably attach'd to the Houſe 
of Hanover, we both hope, and believe, he will 
never ſurvive ſuch another; for, if he were to 


live, till another, worthy to ſucceed him, were to. 


be elected into his place, we are afraid, he muſt 
live till he laſt Conflagration, and the Diſſolution 


of all Things: The Parallel therefore, we muſt 


confeſs, does not run upon all Four, in this laſt 
Inſtance. | | 


To return from whence this long Digreſſion 
has led us, we ſhall proceed next to his Extrac- | 


tion; concerning which, the aforeſaid learned, 
but negligent, and inaccurate Biographer, has left 


us as much in the dark, as concerning the 
Month, and Day, whereon he was born; ano- 


ther unpardonable Omiſſion, never to be enough 


lamented! But we are equally in the dark with 
reſpe& to Virgil, and Homer. Not being able 
then, to get any light, touching his Extraction, 


from the aforementioned Biographer, we will 


endeavour, in order to oblige the Publick, to 


give them the moſt probable Information we 
can of the Matter ; though, not to impoſe up- 
on them, we muſt acquaint them, that very vart- 

1 ous 


* 
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9. 
ous are the Accounts which have been publiſh'd 
upon that Head. In Effect, one of the learned 
Commentators upon our excellent Poet, who, 
though very much his Friend, leaves us in the 
dark as to the rer, Truth, ſpeaking of the 
various Reports ſpread, concerning our Poet, by 
divers Authors his Cotemporaries, very fairly 
confeſſes, As little do they agree about his 
«© Father, whom one ſuppoſeth, like the Father 
of Hefiod, a Tradeſman or Merchant; ano- 
c ther a Husbandman; another a Hatter, Sc. 
% Nor has an Author been wanting, continues 
« he, to give our Poet ſuch a Father, as 
« Apulcius hath to Plato, Tumblicus to Pytha- 
* poras, and divers to Homer, namely, a Dæ- 
* mon; For thus Mr. Gildon; Certain it is, 
that his original is not from Adam, but the 
„Devil; and that he wanteth nothing but 
« Horns. and Tail, to be the exact Reſem- 
ce blance of his infernal Father.“ From this 
Chaos of different Opinions let us ſee what 
Probability we can extract. And firſt, a cer- 
tain anonymous Author who ſubſcribes his 
name P. T. and who, though no great Friend 
to our Poet, does not expreſs ſo much Rancour 
and Inveteracy againſt him, as many Authors, 
avers, that his Father was of the younger Branch 


* 


of a Family in good repute in Feland, and re- 


lated to the Lords Downe, formerly of the 
ſame Name. He ſays farther, that being a 
poſthumous Son, and left little provided for, 
his elder Brother having what ſmall Eſtate there 
was, he was put to a Merchant in Flanders, 
and acquir'd a moderate Fortune by Merchan- 
dize, which he quitted at the Revolution, in 
very good Circumſtances; and retired to Wind- 
| FE C ; ſor- 
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for- Fvreſt, where he purchated- a Fnall Eſtate; 
and took great delight in Husbandry and Gays 
dens. He adds likewiſe, his Mother was one 
of ſeventeen Children, of William Turner, Eſq 
formerly of Burfit-Hall in Yorkſhire. © 
According to this Account then, Mr. Pope 
had no reaſon to bluſh at his Family, either 
by the ſide of Father or Mother; and that this is 


partly Fact, we our ſelves know ; namely, that 
he bought a ſmall Eſtate, upon the Skirts of 


HWindſor-Foreft, at a Place call'd Binfeld in 
Berkſhire, about two Miles from Oakingham ; 


and near a Seat of Sir Milliam Trumbull, for- 
merly Secretary to King Villiam III. Which 

neighbourhood probably contributed not a little, 
to the eſtabliſhing a ſtrict Friendſhip, between 
that Gentleman and our Poet, whom we find 


engaged in a literary Correſpondence with that 


Stateſman, whilſt yet very young. But to pro- 
ceed, we have alſo been credibly informed, by 
one who was School-fellow with Mr. Pope, that 
his Father kept a Linen Ware-houſe, and at his 
deceaſe left his Son worth 5000/, Now nei- 
ther of theſe Accounts contradicts the other in 
the leaſt, and, as they ſeem to be related with 
Candour, *tis highly probable they are both 
true, for they corroborate each other. For In- 
ſtance, the former ſays he was put to a Mer- 
chant in Hangers, acquired a moderate Fortune, 
and purchaſed a ſmall Eſtate, e. The other 
ſays, he kept a Linen Ware-houſe, and left his 
Son 3000 J. Now every one, who has been 


the leaſt converſant with Foreigners, knows, that 


any perſon who keeps a Linen Ware-houſe in 
| England, and deals largely, wou'd, if he were 


in Flanders, or FROM be call'd a Merchant; 


ſo 
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ſo that in this Circumſtance, they agree perfectly 
well; and again, the former ſays he purchaſed 
a ſmall Eſtate, and the latter that he died 


worth. 5000 J. where is the Contradiction of 


this? Might not the Eſtate he left his Son at 


Binfield, and of which, we believe, he died poſ- 
ſeſs d, be of that value? And is it not an uſual 
way of ſpeaking, to ſay a Man died worth ſo 
much, whether it be in Land or Mony? 
Proceed we now. to his Education, wherein 
we mall meet with no leſs Difficulties than in 
the former Articles; we hope, however, to be 
able to unravel them, and clear them up to our 
Readers Satisfaction. That we ſhall meet with 
no leſs Difficulties upon this Head, than the 
former, is evident, from what is alledged by 
the aforementioned Commentator, who, in his 


Remarks, on the Teſtimonies of Authors con- 
cerning our Poet, ſpeaks as follows. We 


* purpoſed to begin with his Life, Parentage, 
% and Education; but, as to theſe, even his 
“ Cotemporaries do exceedingly. differ. One 
5 ſaith,, he was educated at Home; another, 
<< that he was bred at $7, Omer's, by the Fe- 
&« ſuits; a third, not at St. Omer's, but at 
* Oxford; a fourth, that he had no Univerſity 
„Education at all. Thoſe who allow him to 
<6 be bred at Home, differ as much concerning 
e his Tutor: One faith, he was kept by his 
% Father on purpoſe ; a ſecond, that he was an 
ce itinerant Prieſt ; a third, that he was a Par- 
„ ſon; and one calleth him a ſecular Clergy- 


man of the. Church of Rome, another a 


„ Monk.” | 

Ho very contradictory are theſe ſeveral Ac- 

counts? Let us ſee, however, if by the help 
* "C2 OR 10 oO 


| L121 
of the School - fellow abovementioned, we can't 
give one more probable than any of them. His 
Parents being in good Circumſtance, as has 
been before obſerved, were willing to give their 
Son a liberal Education; and accordingly, as 
they were themſelves Roman Catholicks, and it 
was natural for them to be deſirous to breed him 
up in the ſame Perſuaſion, they ſent him, as 
Joon as he arrived at a proper Age, to a pri- 
vate Seminary, which had been ſet up at 
St. Mary-la- bonne, by one Mr. Dean. This 
Gentleman had ſome time before been Fellow 
of Univerſity- College in Oxford, but happening to 
be one of thoſe, who changed their Religion in 
the Reign of King James II. he was deprived 
thereof, together with the Reſt of his Fellow- 
Collegiates, (who had ſuffered themſelves to be 
| 1 in the like manner,) and Mr, Obadiab 
alter their en when King Wi lian came 
to the Crown. 

Being reduced, by this means to great Straits, 
Mr. Dean ſet up the abovementioned Semi- 
nary, in order to procure himſelf a tolerable 
'  Subſiſtence ; but a buſy Juſtice in that neigh- 
bourhood, ſuch as the World always has been, 
and ever will be peſter'd with, not contented 
with the Loſs he had already ſuſtained, in be- 
ing deprived of his Fellowſhip, nor yet with 
the laborious and diſagreeable courſe of Life, 
he was obliged to have recourſe to for a Lively- | 
hood, being willing to curry Favour with the 
Government, gave him 'continual Uneaſineſs ; 
ſo that he was forced to remove from thence. to 
a Houſe near Hyde-Park Corner, on the very 
Spot where Down-ſtreet was afterwards built, 
which ENG till then belonged to a Nurſery- 
Garden, 


1 


Fix] 
| 21 V% her FEPR2 2 
Garden, and conſequently having a large open 
Space adjoining thereto, was not only pleaſant 
and healthy, but perfectly convenient; and the 
> fitteſt imaginable for the Uſe for which he de- 


ſigned it. „„ 7 
To this agreeable Abode Mr. Pope removed 
with his Maſter ; and here it was he imbibed 
the firſt Principles of that Literature, whereof 
he afterwards made ſo good an Uſe; and no 
doubt, had Mr. Dean liv*d till now, he wow'd 
have been more proud, and juſtly ſo too, of hav- 
ing inſtill'd the firſt Rudiments of Learning in- 
to our incomparable Poet, than he wou'd have 
been of having been Tutor to the Heir-apparent 
of the ' greateſt Monarch in Chriſtendom. To 
have been Præceptor to a Prince might, and 
wou'd undoubtedly, have turn'd more to his 
advantage, but to have initiated Mr. Pope, tho? 
it were but in the very Elements of Grammar, 
will redound much more to his Honour. The 
Memory of the latter will be eternized, when 
that of moſt of our modern crown'd Heads will 
be forgotten; or, if they are remember d, it will 
only be like that of the Villian who burnt the 
Temple of Diana at Epheſus, to their perpetual 
Infamy, as the Peſts of Society, the Bane of 
Mankind, and the heavieſt of Scourges to thoſe, 
whom they were bound, by all the Ties of Ho- 
nour, Gratitude, and Religion to protect. 
Begging pardon for this Digreſſion, we ſhall 
now return to our Poet, whom we left at 
Mr. Dean's; where how long he continued is 
uncertain, though we are credibly inform'd, he 
ſtaid there ſome Years; as we are likewiſe of 
this particular” and remarkable Circumſtance, 
that at the Hours of Recreation, whilſt the 


Reſt 
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Reſt of his School. fellows were diverting "AAS 


ſelves at ſuch Games and Sports, as was uſual 


with Boys of their Age, Mr. Pope uſed to amuſe 


himſelf with Drawing, and ſuch like improving 
and rational Accompliſhments : Which fineTtaſte, 
undoubtedly contributed 'not a little afterwards, 
to che eſtabliſhing that cordial Friendſhip, 


which always ſubſiſted, between him and that 


excellent Painter Mr. Jervas, il the deceaſe of 


the latter. 


From Mr. Dean's our Poet was removed to a 
private School at Syitead, in Hampſhire,” where he 
finiſh'd his Studies, (if a Man can be ſaid to have 
finiſh*d them, who was always improving his Mind 
and Underſtanding, in one reſpect or another, to 
the laſt Moment of his Life;) for we don't 


find that he was ever at any Univerſity, either 


at Home, or Abroad; which, no doubt, was 


owing partly to his being of a Religion, that 
wou'd not have been tolerated at the former, 
and of a weak Conſtitution, which wou'd. not 
admit of his going to any of the latter. 

Zut, however that be, it were greatly to be 
wiſh'd,, that many of thoſe who have the Ad- 
vantage to reſide for ſeveral Years at thoſe 
Fountains of Learning, wou'd make ſo good 
2 Uſe thereof; and cultivate to as great Per- 
fection thoſe Talents, with which kind Nature 


has endow'd them, as our young Poet, who 


was deſtitute. of that Benefit, and who proba- 
bly did not continue even at School much be- 


 yond the Age of Fifteen, improved his, for 


thoſe few Years, whilſt he was under the Tui- 

tion of a Maſter. _ 
We ſay it is highly probable, he did not 
continue at School — beyond the Age of 
Fifteen, 
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Fifteen, becauſe we find him, not long after, 
namely, when he was not much above Sixteen, 


not only writing thoſe fine Poems, generally 


call'd his Paſtorals, which were at firſt publiſh*d 
in the ſame Volume with thoke of Mr. Ambroſe 
Philips, Author of the Diſtreſ'd Mother, and 
which were thought, by all but profeſs'd Cri- 
ticks, no ways inferior to thoſe of that Gentle- 
man, who was then a Poet of an eftabliſh'd Re- 
putation; but engaged in a ſettled literary Cor- 
reſpondence with Mr. ycherley, Mr. Walſh, 
and divers other Gentlemen of Wit, Learning, 
Fortune, and Diſtinction. 
Having mentioned thoſe Poems, we ought, 


in Juſtice, to inform our Readers, that the Au- 
. thor of the Guardian employ'd a whole Paper, 


in drawing a Parallel between them and the . 
Paſtorals of the above-mentioned Mr. Philips ; 
wherein, tho* he gives the Preference to the 
latter as ſuch, not allowing the former to be of 
that Species of Poetry, yet is he ſo ſenſible of 
their many and uncommon Beauties, that he is 
forced to acknowledge, tho* they are by no 


means Paſtorals, they are ſomewhat better. In 


effect, it is credibly reported, tho* the Paſtorals 
of Mr. Philips, had the Preference thus given 
them by Sir Richard Steele, with whom that 
Gentleman lived in the greateſt Intimacy, yet 
did this attempt of Mr. Pope in writing them, 
and more eſpecially the kind Reception they 
met with from the Publick, create ſuch a Heart- 
burning in the former, who look'd upon it as 
an audacious Attempt to vie with him, that he 
could never cordially forgive it; but took all 
Opportunities of expreſſing his Diſlike and 
Diſeſteem of our Poet. | 


Having 


161 


Having thus endeavour'd to gratify tlie 
Curioſity of our Readers, as to his Birth, Ex- 
traction, and Education, we ſhall next proceed, 
for the ſame Reaſon, to give ſome Account of 
his Perſon; tho' this has been ſo frequently 
done, and with ſuch Rancour and Inveteracy 
by his Enemies, beſides his having been almoſt 
univerſally known, that we might very well 
ſpare ourſelves the Trouble. However, as there 
are Two Sorts of Likeneſs in Painting, one of 
which rather flatters the Original than otherwiſe, 
whereas, the other is in the contrary Extreme, 
and rather heightens Blemiſhes than hides them, 
and as moſt of the Pictures drawn for him by 
his Adverſaries, are in that Style which the 
Ttalians call Carrecatura, we ſhall endeavour to I 
give ſuch a Deſcription of him as ſhall avoid * 
both Extremes, neither flattering nor aggavating 8 
the Original: Tho' we (muſt own, we can't n 
conceive, how any one is reſponſible for per- 
ſonal Defects; ſince it is very certain, all the F 

it Race of Adam would be as handſome as Angels, 
if they could. In effect, no Man of Senſe, will 23 

ever reproach another for what he can't help; 3 
and what conſequently is his Misfortune,- but 
but not his Crime; we can't but think, there- 
| fore, that Mr. Pope's Enemies, by ſuch an ab- 
ſurd, unchriſtian, and diſingenuous Behaviour, * 

rather did him a Kindneſs than otherwiſe; ſince 
all their indecent and ungentlemanlike Re- 
proaches reverted upon themſelves; prepoſſeſs*d 1 
the Publick in his Favour; and ſeem'd a kind 
of tacit Acknowledgment, that he had no other 
Defects, than thoſe which were perſonal, as 1 

| they were conſtantly forced to have cou to ü 
. e en. 9 
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them, in all their virulent Invectives, and 


Libels againſt him. 


To return then, from whence we have di- 


greſs'd, we will not pretend to deny, that Mr. 
Pope's Perſon, had nothing in it, which would 
have prepoſſeſs'd one in his Favour; as little 
ſhall we attempt to conceal, that he was rather 
deform'd than otherwiſe z having the Misfortune 
to be crooked, or what is vulgarly called Hump- 
back'd ; but then we would have every one con- 


| ſider, this was probably owing, to his having 


been born of a tender Conſtitution, and to bad 
nurſing; we would adviſe them, therefore, ra- 
ther to thank Heaven, they are not ſo themſelves, 
than to reflect upon others, who are more the 
Objects of Pity, than Contempt. 

In Effect, we are firmly perſuaded, and could 
give very good Reaſons, in ſupport of our 
Opinion, that moſt of theſe Accidents, are en- 


tirely owing, either to unskilful Mid wives, or 


careleſs and lazy Nurſes, and that Providence 
nerally does his Part, in giving to all his 
Hoa their right Shape and Make, It is 
true, a Mother during her Pregnancy, by having 
miſs'd of ſomewhat for which ſhe long'd, or 
gazing too attentively upon a diſagreeable Ob- 
Jet, or even by a Fright, may mark a Child 
unaccountably'; but, for One who ſuffers by 
this means, Twenty are ruin'd by thoſe above- 
mentioned. WS cop og 5 
Having ſaid thus much, in order to bring our 


* 


Countrymen to a right way of thinking upon 


this Head, let us now ſee, whether this Misfor- 
tune of our Poet, (bating what he /ufered him 
ſelf, by a ſickly Conſtitution) was not rather 


if 


— 


3 : 
if we can make it appear by. Evidence, who - 
are ſuperior to all Suſpicion of mean Flattery 
or Adulstion, and againſt whoſe Teſtimony no 
Objection can be ſtarted, that, whilſt he conſtantly $ 
languiſh'd under an ill State of Health, and 7 
a crazy Conſtitution, he ſupported all his c 
Affliction with Chearfulneſs and Reſolution, and 7 
was not only an. agreeable, but an improving 1 
Companion; nay, that he was even a Man of a 14 
benevolent and „e Diſpoſition, and was 1 
ceurted both by the greateſt and beſt of Menn 
that he likewiſe bore, for many Years, with tre 
utmoſt Equanimity, the cauſeleſs and impotent 
Perfecution of his Adverfaries ; if we ſay, we 4 
can undeniably prove all this, we are apt to 
believe, that ſuch. a Behaviour, under ſuch + 
Tryals, as would have ſour'd almoſt any other Z 
| Man's Temper, and mage him peevifhy freiful, 
| impatient of | Thwar ling 3. and revengeful, | will turn 1 

greatly to his Honour; even more ſo, than i, 
| "he had not laboured under thoſe Diladvantages. 

A Gentleman of great Judgment, and: fine 

Senſe, who likewiſe Knew the World very well, 
and was perfectly acquainted with Mankind, being 
not only himfelf a Perſon; of a good Taſte; but 

an excellent Writer, tha? he had the Misfortune 
ſome way to diſoblige Mir. Pape, alter haying 

juſtly obſerved, that, for the. generality, a 

miſhapen Body: is attended with as crooked a 

Diſpoſition, proceeds to ſay ; „It muſt be con- 

feſs d, however, there has been now and 

* then an Inſtance, of a great andi geuerous Soul, 

which, tho' ſhut up in a ureirbed and de- 
| formed Carcaſe, has. retained: a Benevolence 
e towards the human Species. Aſop,. continues 
„be, is a remarkable Example of what I am 
8 1 e ö * , | * ſay ing: 5 


9 


[ | ] f 


„ Rying: The whole Life of that moſt excellent 
« Perſon, notwithſtanding his mean Birth, and 


« fyigbiſul Figute, was employ*d for the Benefit, 
* * role foe Mankind” he then moe 
to give a ſhort Detail of his Services to his cruel 
Mafter X ANTHUS; to his native Country 
Samos; and his generons Forgiveneſs of the blackeff 
Ingratitude in his adopted Son Annus, who had 


made an Attempt upon his Life; and whom, 


nevertheleſs, he not only pardoned, but reftored 
again to his Favour. Having thus enumerated 
the many Virtues, of this admirable Heathen, 
who labour'd under ſo many Misfortunes and 
Diſadvantages, he ſum*d up the whole with this 
juſt Remark: © The beſt-humour'd Man alive, 
« can hardly imagine, how ſevere a Tryal it 
„ would be of his Good-nature, if his Soul was 
<« caſed in a Body, whoſe Deformity attracted 
&« all Eyes; diſtinguiſh'd him from the Ref of 
«© his Species; and debar d him from ſome of 
<< the moſt elegant Pleaſures, and greateſt Satis- 
„ 2am TS, 
Nov, if we allow the Juſtice of this Obſer-= 
vation, and we believe no Man of Senſe, and 
good Judge of human Nature, will deny ir, we 
think it is, undeſignedly, one of the higbeſt Com- 
Pliments, that could poſſibly be paid to Mr. Pope; 
who, throughout his Life, ſeems, without knows 
ing it, to have copied after this incomparable 
Pattern; at leaſt, as far as the Similitude of 
Circumſtances would allow. *Tis true, our Poet 
could not repay the Cruelties of his Maſter 
with continual Services; becauſe he had no 


Maſter, and was not born a Slave, having an 


independent Fortune 5 a Circumſtance, we believe, 


has not a little mortify*d-his envious Adverſarles': 


2 Neither, 


— 


Neither, indeed, can it be ſaid of him, that, 


like Aſop, he has prevented an Invaſion of his 


native Country; on the contrary, we are afraid, 
ſome may be found amongſt his Enemies, who 
would be ready to ſwear, he was willing to have 
brought one upon it; and yet, we can't help 
thinking, had ſome Perſons, whom it moſt con- 
cerned, carefully read his Moral Eſſays, and, 
as the Parſons ſay, inwardly digeſted them ; that 
is, reduced them into Practice, (eſpecially thoſe 
which inveigh againſt Luxury, Bribery, Cor- 


ruption, Avarice, and Diſboneſty) by putting a 


Stop to theſe Vices, as much as was in their 
Power; and particularly by their own Examples; 
this would have prevented, in a great meaſure, 
the Growth of Oppreſſion, Diſcontent, and Diſſa- 


tisfafiion ; and conſequently, our Enemies could 


not have flatter'd themſelves, with the Hopes 
of being joined, by any Malecontents amongſt 
ourſelves ; upon the Proſpect of which alone the 


late Invaſion was founded. Again, it can't be al- 


ledg'd, indeed, that he has generouſly pardoned 
an adopted Son, who had conſpired againſt his 
Life; but then, it may be truly ſaidg he has 
borne, for many Years, with the aimeſ# Equa- 


nimity and Long-ſuffering, the many unprovok'd 
Inſults and Libels, of a Shoal of worthleſs Scrib- 


blers ; and if, at laſt, he took Pen in Hand to 
chaſtiſe them, it was only as a tender Father 
CORRECTS his Child, in order to his Amend- 
ment ; and more out of Love, than Hatred. 

But, we ſhall be told, perhaps, what we 
here advance, is but our own ip/e dixit, and 
can go fox no more than ſo many Gratis 
Dif ; let us ſee, therefore, if we cannot bring 
the Teſtimony of divers others, againſt whom 

| 5 no 
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we Exception can lie, neither in point of Jidg- 
ment, nor Partiality. And the firſt we ſhall 
cite on this Occaſion, ſhall be, the moſt noble 


and learned John Sheffield, Duke of Buckingham ; 
who, ſpeaking of our Poet, ſums up his Cha- 
racter as follows: 


Aud yet ſo wonÞrous, ſo ſublime a Thing, 


As the great Iliad, ſcarce cou'd make me ſing, 

Unleſs I juſily cou'd at once commend 

Agood Companion, and as firm a Friend; 
Ons moral, or à mere well-natur'd Deed, 
Can all Deſert in Sciences exceed. | 


Upon which we ſhall only obſerve, all thoſe, 
who had the Honour of being acquainted with 
his Grace, well know, that he was ſeldom, if 


ever, guilty of Flattery; and that Good-nature 


was not his diſtinguiſhing Charafter ; whence we 
may juſtly conclude, theſe Lines were extorted 
from him; by Mr. Pope's ſingular and uncom- 
mon Merit. But, to proceed, the next Evi- 
dence we ſhall bring is, that of the Honourable 


Mr. Simon Harcourt, the Son, as we believe, of 
the late Lord Harcourt, who thus expreſſes himſelf 


in Praiſe of our Poet. | 


Say, ond 7, Ve th, what | Column wilt 2 


—_— 
What laurePd Arch, for thy triumphant Muſe ? 
Tho. each great Antient court thee to his Shrine, 
Tho ev'ry Laurel through the Dome be thing 
Go to the Good and Juſt, an awful Train, g 
Thy Souls Delight. 
The next we ſhall produce is, the Teſti 
on Mr. Walter Hart. not inferior 0 hs tw 
kormer, --- ge 3 2 | N | 
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01 bo worthy, ever crown'd with Praiſe ! 'Y 
Bleſt in thy Lite, and bleſt in all thy Lays. 'S 
Add, that the Siſters ev'ry Thoupht refine, 3 
Aud ev'n thy Life be faultleſs as thy Line; ö 
Na Envy flill with fer cer Rage — Y 
Obſeares. the Virtue, and defames the Muſe. \Þ 
A Soul like thine, in Pain, in Grief, refign'd, T 
Views with juſt Scorn the Malice of Mankind. =} 
The next whom we ſhall call as an Evidence, 1 
is the learned Dr. Edward Young, Author of 1 
many excellent Pieces, and particularly the 1 
Tragedy of Bufiris, and thoſe admirable Satires, 1 
entitled, the Univer/al Paſſion: This Gentleman, 1 
wiſhing ſome Stop were put to the Corruption, 
and Vices of the Age, calls upon our Poet to 
undertake the arduous Task, ſo worthy of that 
irtue, whereof he was a profeſs'd Admire, 
and Votary : Hear his own words. 


Why Slumbers Pope, who leads the Muſes 7 rain, 1 
Nen bears that Virtue, which he loves, complain? 
again, hear Mr. Mallet, i in his . 1 

on 2 7 Criticiſm, where, {peaking 0 3 
Poet, he ſays, . 


I bol Life, ſeverely ſcan'd, l Lays, 3 
For Wit ſupreme, is but his ſecond Praiſe. 

Mr. Hammond, who has ſo ſucceſsfully and 

correctly imitated Tihullus, in his Love Elegies, 

ſhall next make his Appearance, and give his 

Teſtimony as follows: 

; Now fir'd by Pope and Virtue, leave the Ae, 9 

In low > fre of /e raven Wrong; 9 

Aud trace the Author through bis moral Page, A 

M boſe blameleſs Life Nil anſwers to bis Sone. 1 
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„ 
After him comes the ingenious Mr. Thompſon. 
1 4 of that fine Poem called Britannia, Who, 
in his elegant and philoſophical Poem upon 
* the Seaſons, thus e himſelf n b 
: * r. Pope. 


28 zot . 10 own or gare 
el is bit Life the more endearing Song. 


Next to him appears the Reverend Mr. Wit 
liam. Broome, who thun ſings, A 


Tus, vob ly riſi ing in fair Virtue's FE . 


From thy own Life RAN | th wee 

Laws. 5 ; 

We thall doe the whole, with the Fetten 
of the learned and Reverend Dr. Swift, Dean 
of St. Patrick's in Dublin, which alone is worth 
a thouſand others. This incomparable Writer 
thus TO of e our Feet: " 


* Diſhting all the & 12 Kind, . 
 Contenming Courts, at Courts alen, 2 
 Refus'd the Viſits of 2ͤ⁊yq | 
XX Sdul with ery Virtue franght, 
By Patriots, Priefts, or EW 
Whoſe filial Piety excells, pad 
Whatever Grecian Story teils; 
Genius for all Stations fit, 
Mhoſe meaneſt Talent is bis Wit: 
His Heart too Great, though Fortune little, 
To lick & Raſcal Stateſman: s FPpittle; &c. 
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J 
may be ſeen by ſome Lines in the ſame Poem, 
where ſpeaking of himſelf, he ſays . 
bo, from my Soul, fincerely hate, - © 
Both —'s and Miniſters of State, 25 | 
Numberleſs others we cou d produce, and ſome 


even of his moſt: profeſs'd Enemies, 'who have 
at times join'd in his Applauſe, but theſe ſuffice ; 


Wherefore, we ſhall now proceed, to ſum up the 


Evidence with the utmoſt Impartiality, as fol- 
lows. If Mr. Pope, whilſt labouring under an 
ill ſtate of Health, and an infirm and ſictly Con- 
ſtitution, as likewiſe whilſt he was daily peſter*d 
with unprovol d Satires and Libels, many of 
them from anonymous Scribblers, who were 


aſbam d or afraid of owning their Billingſgate 
- and Grubſtreet Productions; if Mr. Pope, We 


ſay, under all theſe Misfortunes and Perſecuti- 
ons cou'd be a good Companion, and firm Frienu, 
as is allowed by the Duke of Buckingham : If 
the Good and Fuſt were his Soul's Delight, as is 
affirng'd by Mr. Harcourt ; if he was as 'bleſt in 
his Life, as his Lays ; if his Life was as fault- 
Teſs as his Lines, and while Rage and Envy in 
vain purſued and obſcured his Virtue, and de- 
fam'd his Muſe, if his Soul was equally re/ign'd 
in Pain or Grief, and look*'d down with juſt 
Scorn on the Malice of Mankind, as is aſſerted 


by Mr. Hare; if he was a Lover of Virtue as is 
teſtified by Dr. Dung, and his Life when /e- 


verely ſcann d, ſurpaſs'd his Lays, ſo that his 


being the firſt of Poets was but his ſecond 
Praiſe; his being a good Man being yet more 


Praiſe-worthy, as we are aſſured by Mr. Mal- 
Let; if his blameleſs Life anſwer'd to his Song, 
that is, if he reduced into Practice all the Leſ- 

Fr, ſons 


* 


reren 


ce 


ſons he taught in his Moral Eſſays, as Mr. Hams 


ond avers; if his amiable Conduct in Life was 
more endearing, than his excellent Poems, as is 


witneſs'd by Mr. Thompſon ; if he needed only 


to tranſcribe the Unerring Laws of Virtue from 
his own Liſe, as we are told by Mr. Broome; 
and laſtly, if whilſt grqaning under the Preſſure 
of all thefe Evils, he had a Soul fraught with 
every Virtue, that is taught by Patriots, Prieſts, 
or Poets, and to ſum up all, filial Piety beyond 
all we read in Story, as we are aſſured by 
Dr. Swift, who beſt knew him ; we ſhall make 
no Scruple to declare, that he made theſe his 
Misfortunes turn to his endleſs Honour here, and 


we doubt not, to his perpetual Happineſs here- 


after. | | 

Come we now to the Temper, Character, 
and Principles of our Poet, which may all be 
treated of under one Head, and concerning which 


we ſhall find as great a variety of Opinions, 


as concerning any of the foregoing Articles 
whatſoever ; for, whilſt his Friends think no 
Encomiums too great for him; his Enemies, 
on the contrary, deem no Invectives too ſevere, 
nor no Scurrilities or Names too bad for him. 


How ſhall we do, then, to arrive at the Truth, 


how ſteer between theſe two Extremes, which 
like the Rock of Scylla, and the Gulph Cha- 
rydes, ſtand on each ſide, to deſtroy the unfor- 


tune Veſſel that ventures between them, 'unleſs 


ſhe is ſteer*d by a very cautious and experienced 
Pilot: Let us not be wholly diſcourag'd, how- . 
ever, perhaps we may be able to find ſome 
friendly Clue, which may guide us through this 
Labyrinth of Difficulties, And, in order to this, 

a e we 
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we will follow the {ame method, which is uſu- 
ally obſerved in our Courts of Julkice, to in- 
REES and ſearch out any intricate and ab- 
ſtruſe Point, which does not lie obvious, even 
to the moſt "diligent Enquiry, or the moft pro- 
found Penetration. 

We know, for Inſtance, there are e ſeveral 
Suits brought before our Courts of Juſtice, 
wherein it is morally impoſſible, if we judge 
according to. outward Appearances, to deter- 


mine which fide is in the right, and which in 


be wrong; as when there are a number of 
itneſſes on each ſide, who ſwear point-blank 
contrary to each other, concerning a Matter 
of Fact, upon which the whole depends. W hat 
does a diſcerning Judge, and a prudent and im- 
partial Jury, in ſuch a perplex'd Affair? Why 


they coolly weigh the Credit and Characters of 


the Evidence on both Sides, and then give a 
Verdict for that, where there is leaſt Suſpicion of 
Colluſion, Artifice, or Corruption. Juſt in the 
fame manner. ſhall we proceed on this Occaſion ; 
by which means, we believe, we ſhall ſoon be 


able to come to the Truth. 


On one ſide then we ſee appear a numerous 
Train of Dukes, Dutcheſſes, Lords, Ladies, 
Baronets, Eſquires, all Perſons of the greateſt 


Diſtinction, whether for Rank, Probiry, or 
Learning; and of all Parties, both I bigs, and 
Laries, Presbyterians, and Papiſts, - whether of 


* Clergy or Laity, old or young, who join 

ng their concurrent Teſtimony to the 
= Virtues which continually adorned our 
Peet's Life; and unanimouſly agree, that thoſe 


admirable Leſſons of Virtue, which abound in 


every 


= 
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every Page of his Moral Eſahs, are no more 
than Tranſeripts, of what he conftantly pan 
every day he breath'd. 

And what do we fee on the' other fide, but a 
multitude of envious Wretches, equally inconſi- 
derable (if we except two or three) either for 
their Rank, Merit, or Works, perfef# Mus- 
rooms, whoſe Productions, ws * themſelves, 


fprang up, and will dye in a Day; or Ow!s, 


whoſe tender Eyes can't bear the Laſtre of the 
San 7 In a word, what do we ſee, but miſera- 


ble Poetaſters, whoſe Works having been bury*d 
in Oblivion, almoſt as ſoon as publiſt'd, has 
created in them an implacable Averſion ta every 


thing that is excellent; and excited in them a 
Deſire, fince they could not raiſe themſelves up 
to the Beauties of our Poet, to pull him down 


by their Invectives, and Aſperſions, to their 


own Level: But, in vain, poor Creatures, do 
they attempt ſo impoſſible a thing? They muſt 
firſt baniſh all good Senſe, and Tat out of the 


World ; for, as long as either of them remain, 


at leaſt, as long as the Engliſh Tongue remains, 
will Mr. Pope's Works be read and admired, 
and his Character belov'd and efteem'd. Upon 


the whole, we ſee almoſt all the Great and 


Good ranged on one fide, and all the dull and 
worthleſs on the other, and each giving fo dif- 
ferent a Character of our Poet, that. from the 
one, a Stranger wou'd be apt to conclude him 
an Angel, from the other, a Devil: Which ſhall. 


we believe? Common Charity ought to incline 


us to the moſt favourable, were there nothing 
elſe to conſtrain our Aſſent, but, as there is, the 
Caſe is quite out of Doubt. In Effect, who 
can remain one Moment in Suſpence, when 
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without any other Evidence to contradict them, 
than thoſe W retches abovementioned, it is uni- 
ſally agreed by all who had the Happineſs of 
being acquainted with him, that, he was an 
agreeable Companion, a ſincere Friend, and a 
down-right honeſt Man, which one Title alone 
includes all moral Virtues : Nay more, though 
he was by Principle a Roman Catholick, and 
_ conſequently a Nonjuror, he was a good Chri- 
ftian, a Lover of his Country, a ſtrenuous A 
ſertor of Liberty, an Enemy to Corrupton, and 

a ſevere Scourge to Vice, and Folly, even though 
in Proſperity. He was 70 Bigot, no Party Man, 
no Friend to Perſecution, no Time-ſerver, nor 
no Flatterer, not even of the Great, nor when 
in the Zenith of their Power ; in ſhort, he was 
a Man of univerſal Benevolence, and Beneficence, 
and to crown all, a moſt dutiful and affeftionate * 


Son, and a kind Brother, of which, if we are | 

: rightly informed, he has given himſelf manifeſt 1 
Proof, in the very laſt Scene of his Life. vg 'q 
This is the Character which a Cloud of Wit- 4 

neſſes, all unexceptionable for their Merit, Judg- 4 

ment, and Integrity, and above all Temptation 3 

to /ervile Flaltery, or mean  Adulation, have b 

agreed to be juſtly due to Mr. Pope; and if b 

f any one ſhou'd accuſe them of Partiality, or be- x 
ing prepoſſeſs'd in his Favour, we cou'd eaſily F 
remove that Objection, by proving every Par- 3 
ticular here aſſerted, from ſeveral Paſſages in his 3 

own private Letters, If they ſhould object to 3 
theſe likewiſe, as liable to the Suſpicion, of ha- Y 


ving been written purpoſely, with Deſign to be 
publiſh'd, we anſwer, we would only refer to 
thoſe, which cannot be ſuſpected of any ſuch 
Deſign, having been publiſh'd from a ſurrep- 
| titious z 
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ririous Copy, committed to the Prefs, not only 


without our Poet's Knowlege, but againſt his 
Will. It is entirely needleſs, however, to give 
our ſelves the trouble, as it wou'd be to demon- 


ſtrate that the Sun ſhines at Noon, on a bright 
Summer's Day; becauſe it is manifeſt, to every 
Perſon of common Senſe, who has peruſed his 


Moral Eſſays, with any degree of Attention, 
that the Man who wrote them, was actuated 
with a Spirit of univerſal Benevolence, and not 
only was a Friend to Mankind in general, but 
an Enemy to none, except thoſe, who are the 


'Peſts and Nuſances of Society. 


If any doubt, however, of this ſhou'd ſtill 
remain, there is one Circumſtance, which has 
never been ſufficiently attended to, and which 
w1ll ſet that Point in ſuch a glaring Light, as 
mult convince even one, who 1s not reſolved to 
ſhut his Eyes againſt Conviction : It is this, the 
amiable manner in which Mr. Pope converſed 
with his Acquaintance,and Friends; and that, ven 
at a time when the Rage of Parties was at the 
higheſt, and they, who before had been united 
in the ſtricteſt Bonds of Amity, for many Years, 
were then ready. to cut each others Throats. 
At this tickliſh JunEture, our Poet, though he 
was greatly in Favour with the Earl of Oxford, 
the Lords Bolingbroke, and Harcourt, the Duke 
of Buckingham, Dr. Swift, Mr. Prior, and 
others of the Tory Party, was not leſs ſo with 
Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Congreve, Mr. Craggs, 
the Earl of Halifax, and many more of ths 
Whigs. Whence cou'd this proceed, but from 
that even Temper, that agreeable Converſation, 
that univerſal Benevolence, and that inoffenſive 
Carriage, which endeared him equally to every 

one, 
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one, who was not eaten up with Envy and Ma- 
lice! 5 ONE ob ol 
Again, when the Difference happen'd between 
the Lords Oxford, and Bolingbroke, a little be- 
fore the Demiſe of that excellent and never-to- 
be- enough lamented Princeſs, Queen Anne, tho 


it grew to ſuch. a Height, that thoſe two Peers 


were never reconciled to each other, yet this 
produced no manner of Alteration in their Beha- 
viour to our Poet; who was ſtill equally careſs'd 


by both of them, and equally welcome when 


ever he made a Viſit to either. This certainly 
muſt be owing to an uncommon Diſcretion, and 
Moderation in Mr, Pope, in not entering into the 
Reſentments of any Party, or Perſon; which 
was the more remarkable, and admirable in him, 
as he was then ſo young a Man, not being, at 
the utmoſt, above the Age of Twenty-ſix. 

By this unexceptionable Conduct, however, 


tho Mr. Pope preſerved the Friendſhip, of al- 


moſt all whoſe Friendſhip was worth preferving, 
that is, all the Men of Senſe, Humanity, and 
Virtue, yet he thereby diſobliged all the Zealots 
of both Parties, whoſe Friendſhip, confequent- 


ly, was not worth courting, or cultivating ; it 


is not, therefore, to be wonder'd at, that he was 
either privately railed at, or publickly attack'd, 
by many Enemies; eſpecially when we confider, 
they were readily joined, by a conſiderable Re- 
inforcement, of thoſe, whom his ſuperior Merit, 
and the concurrent Applauſes of the Publick, 
had before render'd ab/olutely diſaſfected to him, 
if we may uſe that Expreſſion, on this Occaſion, 
(tho? we don't ſee why it is not as proper in 
 Low-Life, as in High-Life) and who ought, 
therefore, to be reckon'd as ſuſpected Perſons. 


* 
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Ok both of theſe our Poet emphatically 
'* complains, in a Letter to Mr. Addiſon, dated 
| Fan. 30. 1713-14. and taken out of the ſurrepti- 
tious Copy before-mentioned, an evident Proof 
it was not deſigned to be printed. . Having 
given that Gentleman a humorous Account of 
his being deeply employ*d in the Tranſlation 
of Homer, and the Difficulties he had to encoun- 
ter therein, he proceeds to ſay; While 1 am 
<« engaged in the Fight, I find you are con- 
& cerned how I ſhall be paid; and are ſollici- 
« tous that I may not have the ill Fate of 
% many diſcarded Generals, to be firſt envy'd, 
 « and malign'd, then, perhaps, praisd, and, 
« laſtly, neglected. The former, (the conſtant 
& Attendant upon all great and laudable En- 
c terprizes) I have already experienc'd. Some 
« have ſaid, that J am not a Maſter of the Greek, 
« who are cither ſo themſelves, or are not: If 
6 they are not, they can't tell; and if they are, 
c they can't , without having catechiz'd me. 
<< But, if they can read, (for I know ſome Cri- 
< ticks can, and others cannot) there are fairly 
lying before them, ſome Specimens of my 
«Tranſlation, from this Author, in the Mi. 
6“ cellanies, to which they are heartily welcome. 
I have met with as much Malignity another 
« way; ſome calling me a Tory, becauſe the 
Heads of that Party have been diſtinguiſh- 
„ ingly favourable to me; ſome a /hig, be- 
% cauſe J have been favour'd with yours, 
„ Mr. Congreve's, and Mr. Craggs his Friend- 


« ſhip, and, of late, with my Lord Hallifax's 
Patronage. How much more natural a Con- 
e cluſion might be form'd, by any good-natur'd 
Man, that a Perſon, who has been well uſed 
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by all Sides, has been offenſive to none! 
This miſerable Age is ſo ſunk between the 
Animoſities of Farty, and thoſe of Religion, 
that, I begin to fear, moſt Men have Poli- 
ticks enough, to make (through Violence) 
the beſt Scheme of Government a bad one; 
and Faith enough to hinder their own Salva- 
tion. I hope, for my own part, never to 
have more of either than is conſiſtent with 
common Juſtice, and Charity, and always as 
much as becomes a Chriſtian, and an honeſt 
Man. Tho' I find it to be an unfortunate 
Thing to be a Papiſt here, where one is ob- 
noxious to four parts in five, as being ſo too 


much, and to the fifth, as being ſo too little, 
L ſhall yet be eaſy under both their Miſtakes, 


and be what I more than ſeem to be, for I 


ſuffer for it. God is my Witneſs, that I no 
more envy you Proteſtants your Places and 


Poſſeſſions, than I do our Prieſts their Cha- 


rity. and Learning. I am ambitious of no- 
thing, but the good Opinion of good Men, 
on both Sides; for I know that one Virtue 
of a free Spirit, is more worth, than all the 
Virtues put together, of all the narrow-ſoul'd 
People in the World. I am, Yours, &c.” 

If this Extract, which we have, therefore, 


made for that very Reaſon, does not breathe a 
Spirit of univerſal Benevolence, and Beneficence, 
we ſcarce know any one that ever did; and we 
could cite many others, written in the ſame 
Stile, and with the ſame generous Sentiments; 
but, we think, this alone may ſuffice, for all 
who are endued with any degree of Candour ; 
and, for ſuch as are not, our Labour would be 


only thrown away upon them: Beſides, the Man 
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is now deceaſed; at leaſt, as much of him as, 
could die, to the irreparable Loſs of his Coun- 
try; and that at a Time when he never was 
more wanted: We hope, therefore, the Malice 
and Envy of his impotent Detractors will die 
with him, and not rake into the Aſhes of the 
Dead, but ſuffer them to reſt in Peace, a Favour 
they would never allow their Proprietor when 
living. 5 5 

This Reflection leads us naturally to conſider, 
what it could be, which could draw upon our 
Poet ſuch a Load of Obloquy, Calumny, and 
Slander; from Perſons, moſt of whom had no 
perſonal Knowledge of him, and to whom con- 
ſequently, it was ſcarce poſſible, he ſhould have 
given any other Offence, than that which the Sun 
gives to weak Eyes, namely, by ſhining. In 
Effect, upon mature Examination, we ſhall find 
this was his ſole Crime; and that, in Proportion 
as he broke out upon the World with greater 
Luſtre, their Spleen, Malice, and Envy, in- 
creaſed : This has been the Fate of Great Men 
in all Ages; and the ſuffering it is a fort of 
Tax, laid upon their Merit, which they have al- 
ways been forced to pay, and, we are afraid, 
ever will, in Sæcula Sœculorum. | 5 

Towards furniſhing this Tax, never was Man 
more heavily aſſeſs'd than our Poet; and we 
may venture to affirm, never did any one con- 
tribute his Aſſeſſment, with greater Indifference, 
and even Chearfulneſs; tho', to ſhew he was 
not altogether inſenſible, of his being ſeverely - 
dealt with, he did vouchſafe ſometimes) bur 
very ſeldom) to take notice of his ill-natur'd 
Aſſeſſors, and beſtow upon them, what they 
much wanted, a little Correction. 


. | We 
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We have already obſerved, that the Publica- 
tion of his Paſtorals, and more eſpecially their 
being printed in the ſame Volume with the 
Eclogues of another Gentleman, (which look'd 
like their being ſet in Competition, and to vie 
for Maſtery) is generally believed to have created 
in that Author ſo great a Difguſt to Mr. Pope, 
that he could never heartily forgive him; tho' 
he concealed his Reſentment for ſome Time, 
under the Mask of a cold Civility, 
By this we may learn, that Rivals in Poetry 
are as little to be borne, as Rivals in Love; 
and, indeed, (ſuch is the Depravisy of human 
Nature ! ) Competitors, in any kind, can very 
ſeldom, if ever, behold each other with a fa- 
vourable Eye. An imperious Beauty can no 
more bear a Rival Toaſt, than the Houſe of 
Bourbon can endure the Houſe of Auſtria; and 
it is far from being the leaſt Commendation, 
of - thoſe two immortal Heroes, Prince Eugene, 
and the Duke of Mariborough, that they were 
never infected with this /ow Envy ; but always 
lived in a eordial Friendſhip for each other. 
This is a Pitch of Virtue, to which none but 
the greateſt Minds can arrive; it is not, there- 
fore, to be wonder'd at, that Mr. Pope did not 
meet with the fame Candour and Generoſity 
from his Adverſaries, for Competitors, we can't 
call them; there having, indeed, been but one 
of his Cotemporaries, who could ever be any 
way put in Competition with him. 
One would be ſurprized, indeed, what that 
low Herd of impotent Scribblers could mean, 
by perpetually attacking our Poet; or what Ad- 
vantage they could propoſe to themſelves by ſo 
doing; had we never read of Zoilus, 1 
oF an 
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and Heroſtratus In effect, there are but two 
Reaſons can poſſibly be aſſigned for it; the one 
is, that having nb Hopes of living either at the 
Time preſent, or, after their Deceaſe, in the 
Memory of Poſterity, by any other of their own 
Works, they might flatter themſelves with the 
Hopes, not only of procuring a preſent Sub- 
ſiſtence, by their Invectives againſt ſo famous a 
Man, but, if they could once provoke him to 
take Notice of them, of living hereafter in his 

In the latter of theſe Expectations, however, 
Mr. Pope, with great III- nature, for a long 
Time, uncharitably diſappointed them; behaving 
to them juſt in the ſame manner, as a generous 
Maſtiff, who has a hundred Curs yelping after 
him, namely, by walking quietly along, with- 
out deigning to meddle with any of them; unleſs 
it be now and then, when they are too trouble- 
ſome, and quite outragious, to lift up his Leg 
and piſs upon them. There is yet another 
Motive, by which theſe profound ' Politicians 
may poſſibly have been inſtigated, an this their 
otherwiſe unaccountable Behaviour; namely, to 
pull Mr. Pope down to their Level, ſince they 
found, by woful Experience, they could never 
| to foar to his; which puts us in mind, 
of the Matchiavilian Stratagem, of an arch 
Chimney- Sweeper, from whom theſe Gentlemen 
ſeem to have copied. This cunning Fellow, 
with ſome others of his Brethren, being to go 
to one of thoſe Places of Reſort, which were 
formerly ſo much in Vogue, amongſt Perſons 
in Low-Life, call'd Hops; whether Beveridge's, 
or Birkhead's, we will not pretend to aver; 
found his Comrades in great Perplexity, how 
0 P "2 to 
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to make themſelves look as clean, and ſinug, 


as the Reſt of the Company; and, as they long 
endea vour'd in vain to rub and ſcrub themſelves 


for that Purpoſe, D- mm it, ſays our Politician, 


throwing away the Water, they were waſting ſo 
fruitleſsly, what a Pox are we doing, like a 
Parcel of Puppies? Let us &en go juſt as we 
are, and ruſh into the midſt of them; by which 
means, if we can't make ourſelves as clean a; them, 
we ſhall be ſure to make them as black as our- 


ſelves: We leave our Readers, and the ſurviving 


Enemies of Mr. Pope, to make the Application; 
but. to return from whence, we have digreſs'd: 
Tho' the Gentleman beſore- mentioned had 


the Diſcretion, for ſome time, to conceal his 


Malignity, and Reſentment, others had not; 
but, on the publiſhing ſome more excellent 
Pieces of our Poet's, as the Rape f the Lock, 
the Eſſay on Criticiſm, Windſor-Foreſt, and the 
Temple of Fame, broke out into all the Outrage 
and Scurrility imaginable. This, however, 
very little affected him, as knowing them to 
be below his Regard ; and that, to attempt to 
put a Stop to their impotent Malice, by replying 
to them, would not only be as much in vain, 
but as much miſpending his Time, as the Tra- 
veller, who diſmounted from his Steed, to kill 


the Flies which came buzzing about bim, on a 
hot Summer's Day; whereas, had he let them 


alone, and purſued his Journey, they would 
have dy'd themſelves, and their Memory periſh'd 
with them, in a few Weeks. But, he muſt ei- 
ther have been ſomething more than human, 
to have always preſeryed that Indifference 1 
Difregard of them, or invincibly ſtupid, 
have, been inſenſible of them; eſpecially when, 
1 
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if we are rightly informed, he was not only in- 


ſulted in the moſt cruel manner, but uſed with 
the greateſt Injuſtice; as he himſelf complains 
in his Letters, by Perſons, who ought to have 
been above giving him ſuch Treatment. 

We have already premiſed, that Mr. Pope 
had the Misfortune not only to be crooked, but 
of a very tender and fickly Conſtitution 3 this 
Conſideration alone, ought, one would have 
thought, to have been a ſufficient Protection to 


him from any Outrage, eſpecially from a gene- 


rous Mind; as their Weakneſs is to the Fair 
Sex; unleſs he had been guilty of any unpar- 
donable Affront, or Injury. Whether he was 
ſo or not, we will not pretend to determine, only 
we ſhall ſay, no ſuch Thing appears to us; and 
if we may judge, from the conſtant Tenor of his 
Conduct, we have no Reaſon to imagine he 
was. But, however that be, it is credibly re- 
ported, that the ingenious Author of the Di- 
ſtreſsd Mother, (undoubtedly conceiving himſelf 
highly injured by our Poet) carried his Reſent- 
ment ſo far, that bringing a large Rod to But- 
ton's Coffee-Houſe, near Covent-Garden, then the 


Place of Reſort for all the moſt celebrated Wits, 


he cauſed it to be ſtuck up in the Publick Coffee- 
Room, and vow'd to exerciſe it upon him, the 
firſt time he ſhould meet him there. | 


Whether this Matter was afterwards com- 


promiſed between them, or not, by the Inter- 


. poſition of their common Friends, we are not 


certain; only we are aſſured, they were never 
. cordially reconciled ; and we find Mr. Pope, in 
his Letters, complaining as highly of Injuſtice 
done him by that Gentleman, as he could poſſi- 
bly of any Injuries done him by our Poet; and 


ro 
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to this mutual Animoſity, we believe, it was 
owing, that Mr. Pope has aſſigned him a Place 
in the Duxciad, though otherwiſe that Gentle- 
man was not without Merit. Upon the whole, 
we can*t help thinking,' that Mr, Philips did 
not gain any great Honour by this his Treat- 
ment of our Poet; as it was notoriouſly known, 


the Misfortune of his Crookedneſs, render'd 
him incapable of reſenting it in the manner, to 


which his Spirit wou'd otherwiſe e 
have prompted him. 

The abovementioned I nult, however, cruel 
and publick as it was, did not near fo much af- 


fe&t Mr. Pope, as another Mortification he re- 


ceiv*d, not very long after, from a Perſon, for 
whom he had the greateſt value, we mean the 


incomparable Mr. Aadiſon. To ſet this Matter 


in a true Light, and vindicate our Poet from 
the Charge of Ingratitude, the moſt odious of 
all-Vices, with which he has been branded on 
this Account, it will be neceſſary to recur, to 
what probably gave Riſe to the Miſunderſtand- 
ing, between theſe two admirable Writers; 
whoſe Memory will ever be eſteem'd and ho- 
nout'd by all Britons. The Publick need not 
be inform'd, that Mr. Addiſon, and Sir Richard 
Steele, were greatly inftrumental in introducing 
Mr. Pope with ſo great Eclat to the World; 
nor yet, that Mr. Addiſon was the very Perſon, 
who engag'd our Poet in the Tranſlation of 
Homer's Iliad. As to the former of theſe, the 
Spefators,” and Guardians are manifeſt Evi- 
dences of it, and as to the latter, it evidently ap- 
pears, from the Preface to the 7/iad, which was 
printed forme time before Mr. Addiſor's deceaſe : as 
alſo by that Gentleman s own Letters to Mr. my 
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and cannot therefore reaſonably be objected 


„ Oo i. 
of Oflober 26, and November 2, 1713. which 
fortunately happen to be inſerted, in the furrep- 
titious Colleftion of Letters beforemention 


againſt. Nay, which is yet more, we find the 
ſame Gentleman, even by Mr, Pope's own ac- 
knowledgment, in the Extract we have already 
made, from his Letter of January 30, 1713-14, 
anxious about the Advantage, he was to reap 


from that Work. 


After ſo many and ſuch valuable Acts of 
Friendſhp, it was very natural, for the World 
to be ſurpriſed, at finding any Coldneſs between 
theſe Gentlemen; and much more ſo, at ſeeing 
a very keen Satire written by the latter upon 
the former. They had been W itneſtes of Mr. Ad- 
diſonꝰs warm Recommendations of Mr. Pope, 
and undoubtedly cou'd not but judge, they muſt 
be of confiderable Service to him ; conſequently it 
was not to be wonder'd at, that they tax'd him 
with the blackeft Ingratitude; and which way 
ſhall we clear Mr. Pope of this heavy Charge? 
The Task, we muſt confeſs, is ſomething hard 


| however, we ſhall endeayour at it; and that 


only by laying before our Readers, the true 
State of the Cafe, with the utmoſt Impartiality, 
and our Poet's Defence of himſelf ; which if it 
ſhou'd not entirely diſculpate him in their Opi- 
nion, muſt, at leaſt, be allow'd a great Miti- 
gation of the Guilt. Not that we ſhall pretend 
to ſay Mr, Pope was free from all Frailties, 
what mcer Man. ever was? Only we hope, if | 
he did fuffer himſelf, to be tranſported too far 
in his Reſentment, the ungenerous Uſage he 


met with, from his former Friend, will in a great 


meaſure plead his Excuſe. 
How 


140% 

Hoy often have we found the deareſt Friends, 
and thoſe Men, in other Reſpects, of the utmoſt 
Probity, Generoſity, and Honour, break not 
only through all the Ties of Friendſhip, but 
violate all the Laws of N ature, and Humanity, 
and imbrue their Hands in each other's Blood, 
on becoming Rivals in Love? And yet even 
theſe, have met with ſome Quarter from the 
World, and been rather pitied than condemn'd. 
And why ſo? for this obvious Reaſon, becauſe 
every one was ready, to make their Caſe his 
own; and therefore wou'd not anſwer, to what 
Lengths he might have been carried, had he 
been in their Place. 

Let us follow the ſame Rule, in judging on 
this Occaſion ; and conſider, that Fame, though 
a very unſubſtantial Miſtreſs, is a Lady, of which 
all thoſe who have any Pretence to her Favour, 
are infinitely more jealous, than any one can be, 
of any real Object of his A ffections; and that 
a Rival in the one, is as little to be borne, as a 
Competitor in the other: If there ſhou*d, then, 
be any probable Reaſon to think, that Mr. Ad. 
diſon, after having contributed o much, towards 
eſtabliſhing our Poet in the good Graces of the 
Town, began afterwards, upon ſeeing him ſuc- 
ceed ſo much beyond his Expectations, to envy 
him; to be ſorry for what he had done; and 
like a Cow, which has given a good Pail of 
Milk, ſhou'd endeavour to kick it down; in a 
word, if he meditated underhand, to ſubvert and 
deſtroy the Fabrick, he had, in a great mea- 
ſure, contributed to raiſe ; can it be thought un- 
pardonable in Mr. Pope, it he r to ma 
ſome Reprizals. 


: Mr. 


_ 


ſas]. 
Mr. Addiſon, as was before obſerv'd, was 
ready and willing to introduce Mr. Pope to the 
Town, as a promiſing Genius; juſt as a Man, 
who thinks himſelf ſure of the Affections of his 
Miſtreſs, wou'd be ready to introduce into her 
Company, an agreeable Acquaintance z but he 
never imagin'd our Poet, wou*d arrive at ſuch a 
Perfection in his Art, as to become his own Rival; 
wherefore, when he found, too late, that he really 
was ſo, and that Mr, Pope was as great a Fa- 
vourite with the Town as even himſelf, he 
began to repent, of his good Offices to him, and, 
if common Fame ſays true, contriv*d clande- 
ſtinely to undermine him. 
But, as his own warm Recommendations, 
| ſtared him full in the Face, in his SpeZators, 
and Free- bolders, it was neceſſary, for his own 
Credit, he ſhoud neither openly recant, nor 
appear, in ſuch an ill-natur'd Deſign; he em- 
ploy'd, therefore, as is ſaid, a very ingenious 
Gentleman, to ſet up in Competition againſt 
him, and vye with him in the Tranſlation of 
Homer; ſome, indeed, don't ſcruple to aver, 
that Mr. Addiſon did it himſelf, and only got that 
Gentleman to father it,; and really it was not 
without Merit ; neither need any one, not even 
Mr. Addiſon himſelf, have bluſh'd to own it; 
nay, Sir Richard Steele, in his Preface to the 
Comedy call'd the Drummer, declares it to be 
the Opinion, that Mr. Addiſon wa indiſputably 
the Author. However that be, aſſoon as it 
made its Appearance, that Gentleman cry*d 
up exceedingly ; gave it the Preference of 
Mr. Pope's; and, though he did not expreſly de- 
tract from the latter, inſinuated indirectly that 
there was no Compariſon; and that, to uſe the 


Hints 


. 


. 

Hints then dropt by his Partiras, Mr. 7h ckell's 
was Homer, but Mr. Pope's was Pope. This 
being the Caſe,: and Mr. Pope receiving daily 
Informations, of clandeſtine and indirect Prac- 

tices, to prejudice his Reputation as a Writer, 
in the Opinion of the Publick; and even of 
ſome Reflexions. upon his Character, as to Mo- 
rals, (though we can't ſay Mr. Addiſon was any 
way concern'd in the latter) we need not be 
greatly aſtoniſh'd, that he had Recourſe to that 
method of Return, which was not only moſt 
ſuitable to his Genius, but likewiſe moſt in his 

Power. But the blackeſt part of the Charge 
ſtill remains behind; namely, that he not only 
ſatyriz'd this his Benefactor, during his Life- 
time, „but (to uſe the Words of one of his 
„ Defamers) no ſooner was his Body lifeleſs, 
* than this Author, reviving his Reſentment, 
„ libell'd the Memory of his departed Friend, 
„ and what was ſtill more heinaus, made the 
„Scandal publick,” It muſt be own'd, this 
Acculation, if it were true, wou'd be very black, 
but, as it is an. old Saying, The Devil is not ſo 
hack as be is painted; fo, we wou'd willingly 
hope, our Poet is not ſo bad as he is here repre- 
ſented ; let us ſee, therefore, what he ſays himſelf, 
or his 'F riends for him, in Anſwer to this odi- 
ous Aſſertion. We have already premiſed, that 
Mr. Addiſon, introduced our Poet with great 
Advantage to the Publick, by his Recommen- 
dations in the Spectators, and Free- holders; and 

ſo far, might, undoubtedly, be reckon'd a con- 
ſiderable Benefactor; (tho' it is certain, Mr. A- 
cherly, had before brought him acquainted, with 
ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction, both for Rank 
and Merit : ) But Mr, Pope's Enemies, in order 
| | 10 


* 


[43] 
to blacken him the more, falſely aſſerted that, to 
uſe their own Words, Mr. Addiſon rais'd him 
4 from Obſcurity, obtained him the Acquain- 
% tance and Friendſhip of the whole Body of 
c gur Nobility, and transferr'd his powerful In- 
ce tereſts with thoſe great Men, to this riſing 
« Bard, who frequently levied, by that means, 
e unuſual Contributions on the Publick.” _ 

The Anſwer given to this, either by Mr Pope, 
or his Friends, was as follows; * Grievous the 
&« Accuſation! unknown the Accuſer, (for it was 
% publiſh'd in Miſi's Journal) the Perſon ac- 


* 


„ cuſed no Witneſs in his own Cauſe; the 


<« Perſon, in whoſe Regard accuſed, dead! But, 
< jf there be living any one Nobleman, whoſe 
« Friendſhip, yea any one Gentleman, whoſe 
« Subſcription, Mr. Addiſon procured to our 
& Author, let him ſtand forth, that the Truth 
* may appear. Amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, 


& ſed magis amica veritas. In verity, the whole 


«6 Story of this Libel is a Lye; witneſs thoſe 


« Perſons of Integrity, who, ſeveral Years be- 


% fore Mr. Addiſon's deceaſe, did ſee and ap- 
de prove of the ſaid Verſes, in no wiſe a Libel, 
% but a friendly Rebuke, ſent privately, in our 
& Author's own Hand, to Mr. Addiſon himſelf ; 
% and never made publick, till after their own 
Journals, and Cyr! had printed the fame. 
One Name alone, which I am authorized to 
% declare, will ſufficiently evince this Truth, 


* 


„that of the Right Honourable the Earl of 


fp 5 


* Burlington 
| Now can it be believed, by any reaſonable 
and unprejudiced Man, that any one wou'd have 
dared to make ſuch a Challenge, or to have 
quoted the Name of a noble Peer, to a notori- 
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ous Falſhood ? It is evident therefore to us, that 
the whole of this Accuſation is a monſtrous 


. Calumny, Not that we will deny, that Mr. Ad- 
diſon's Recommendations in his Writings, might 
be a means of introducing our Poet, to the Ac- 
quaintance, and Friendſhip, of divers Noble- 
men, and Gentlemen, to whom he might other- 
. wile never have been known; as alſo, of pro- 
curing him ſeveral Subſcriptions, he might not 
have had otherwiſe z but then this can never be 


properly call'd, Mr. Addiſon's procuring him 


ſuch Friends or Subſcriptions, unleſs we wou'd 
trace Things almoſt as far back, as a certain hu- 
morous Writer has done the Loſs of Conſtan- 
tinople by the Chriſtians; which he merrily aſ- 
cribes to a Hobnail, that, running into the Foot, 
of the charging Horſe, of one of the Chriſtian 
Generals, lamed the Steed, and hinder*d the 
General from doing his Duty, in riding from 
Squadron to Squadron to animate his Men ;., by 
this means the Infidels gained a compleat 
Victory, which was follow'd by the Loſs of 
Conſtantinople, and even of all Turkey in Europe. 


To ſuch as will argue after this manner, we have 


nothing to ſay, becauſe it wou'd be but La- 
bour loſt ; and, as for all others, we fatter our 
ſelves, what has already been premiſed is ſuffi- 
cent, to convince them, our Poet was not fo 
much to blame in this Affair, as his uncharita- 
ble Enemies wou'd have the World believe. 
In Effect, it is evident, from Mr. Pope's 
Letters, even to thoſe who were. Mr. Addiſon's 
Friends, in particular, one of July 15, 1715. 
to Mr. Craggs, that Mr. Addiſon had enter*d in- 
to a Combination to undermine our Poet, in 
his Reputation; and had * d Mr. . 

| either 


LT 
either to tranflate Homer's firſt 7iad, or to fa- 
ther his Tranſlation, with that very view; ac- 


cordingly Mr. Pope, in the Letter beforemen- 


tioned, ſpeaking of the two Verſions, his own, 
and Mr. TickelPs, ſays as follows; “ However, 
<« if our Principles be well confider'd, I muſt 
<< appear a brave Whig, and Mr. Tickell a rank 
& Tory; I tranflated Homer for the Publick in 
<< general, he to gratify the inordinate Deſires 
e of one Man only, We have, it ſeems, a 
e great Turk in Poetry, who can never bear a 


< Brother near the Throne; and has his Mutes 


< too, a Set of Nodders, Winkers, and Whiſ- 


ce perers, whoſe Buſineſs is to ſtrangle all other 
% Offsprings of Wit in their Birth, The new 
&« Tranſlator - of Homer is the humbleſt Slave 


« he has; that is to ſay his firſt Miniſter ; let 
& him receive the Honours he gives him, but 
<« receive them with Fear and Trembling: Let 
c him be proud of his abſolute Lord, I appeal 
& to the People, as my rightful Judges and 
&« Maſters; and if they are not inclined to 
* condemn me, I fear no arbitrary high-flying 
«© Proceedings, from the ſmall Court-Faction 


< at Buiton's.”? 


What is here alledg'd, is pretty much to the 
ſame Purpoſe, as what is ſaid in the Satire be- 


forementioned, which drew upon Mr. Pope ſuch 


a load of Calumny ; let us ſee whether that 
Performance deſerv'd it: After having given a 
ſlight Correction, to ſeveral little Poetaſters, and 
ſnarling Criticks, he proceeds to ſay: | 


Peace to all ſuch ! but were there one whoſe Fires 

Apollo kindled, and fair Fame inſpires ; 

Bleſt with each Talent, and each Art to pleaſe, 

And born to write, converſe, and live with Eaſe ; 
| e Shou*d 
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Sboud ſuch a Man, too fond to rule alone, "FP 
Bear, like the Turk, zo Brother near the 
—_— | 
View bim with ſcornful yet with fearful Eyes, 
And bate, for Arts, that caus'd himſelf to riſe, 
Damn with faint Praiſe, aſſent with civil Leer, 
And, without ſneering, teach the Reſt to ſneer; 
MN iſbing to wound, and yet afraid to firike, 
Juſt hint a Fault, and heſitate Diſlike ; 
Alike reſerv'd to blame, or to commend, 
A tim rous Foe, and a ſuſpicious Friend; 
Dreading ev'n Fools, by Flatterers befieg*d, 
And ſo obliging that be ne er oblig dl; 
M bo, if two Wits on rival Themes conteſt, 
Approves of each, but likes the worſt the beſt , 
Like Cato gives his little Senate Laws, 
And fits attentive to his own Applauſe ; 
Whilſt Wits and Templars ev'ry Sentence raiſe, 
And wonder with a fooliſh Face of Praiſe ; 
Who wor'd not grieve, if ſuch a Man there be? 
H bo wou'd not weep, if A n were he? 


No can any one think, our Poet deſerv'd ſuch 
ſevere Treatment, for theſe beautiful Lines ; and 
eſpecially if, as is affirm'd, he ſent them pri- 
vately in his own Hand to Mr. Addiſon, and was 
not acceſſary to the firſt Publication of them! 
ſurely not; at leaſt, upon the whole, the worſt, | 
that can be ſaid, is, that, they were both equally 
in Fault; that, | | 


Emvy's a Weed, grows in the richeſt Soil; 


and that, Humanum eſt errare. 

Having thus laid before our Readers a true 
State of this Affair, with the utmoſt Candour 
and Impartiality, both the Gentlemen * 

W ing 


f 
# 


[47] 


being Perſons for whom we have. the greateſt 


* 


Value, and whoſe Names will do Honour to 
our Country, *till Time ſhall be no more; let 
us proceed now, to ſome farther Account of 
our Poet, and his Labours; and ſee what Treat- 
ment he conſtantly met with, from the implaca- 


ble Herd, of his inveterate and groveling Ene- 


mies. Some time after he had finiſh'd the 


Tranſlation of the Iliad, he undertook likewiſe 


a new Verſion of the Odyſſey, and a new Edition 
of Shakeſpear's Works; which laſt, he aſſures 
us, he comply'd with, much againſt his Will, 
and purely at the earneſt Defire of Mr. Tonſon, 
and alſo only becauſe he could get nobody elſe 


to do it. | 


Tho? the Tranſlation of the Odyſſey muſt be 
confeſs*d, not to be comparable to that of the 


Jliad, yet it does not want its Beauties, as will 


readily be allowed by all good Judges; but his 
Adverſaries, wilfully blind to all its Excel lencies, 
and reſolved to cavil with him right or wrong, 
immediately raiſed a great Outcry againſt him, 
becauſe he had taken Two others, to be his 
Aſſiſtants, in that laborious Undertaking. 

- Accordingly, they poſitively aver*d, that 


having {ſecured the Succeſs of that Work, 
* by a numerous Subſcription, he employ*d 


* ſome Underlings to perform, what, purſuant to 
« his Propoſals, ſhould have come from his 


« own Hand.” What will ſuch Wretches 


{cruple, when they don't ſtick to advance ſuch 
a notorious Falſhood, which is expreſly contra- 
dicted by the Words of the ſaid Propoſals, as 
follows! „I take this Occaſion to declare, that 
<< the Subſcription for Shakeſpear belongs wholly 


to Mr. Tonſon; and that the Benefit of #h1s 


«* Propoſal 
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48 
% Propoſal is not ſolely for my own Uſe, but 
<< for that of Two of my Friends, who have 
affiſied me in this Work?” Equal Fault is found 
with him, for his Edition of Shakeſpear, in 
relation to which, he is not only charg'd, with 
having not in the leaſt ſtudied him, but alſo with 
not having diſcharg'd the Duty of an Editor; 
and, which was yet worſe, with having lent the 
Bookſeller his Name, for a competent Sum of 
Money, to promote the Credit of an extravagant 
Subſcription. Is it not evident, from the Words 
of the Propoſals before quoted, wherein our 
Poet exprefly declares, that the Subſcription for 
dee Fay wholly to Mr. Tonuſon, that 
theſe Men wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt Con- 
viction, and are Proof againſt Shame? 

After the finiſhing of the Odyſſey, and the 
Edition of Shakeſpear's Works, we don't find 
our Poet, engaged in any conſiderable Under- 
taking, (tho* he frequently entertained the Pu- 
blick-with occaſional Pieces, many of which, 
tho“ his Name was not prefix, were imme- 
diately known to be his, by their ſuperior Ex- 
cellence) till he ſet about his Dunciad, and his 
Moral Eſſays: Tho' Mr. Pope had before at- 
tracted the Admiration, of all Men of Senſe and 
Learning, by moſt, if not all his other Labours, 
and there hardly ſeem'd a Poſſibility, of its 
riſing to a higher Pitch, yet no ſooner did theſe 
admirable Writings make their- Appearance, than 
each of them, in their ſeveral kinds, changed 
their Admiration into Aſtoniſhment, if the Cri- 
ticks- will allow us to ufe thoſe two Terms, 
in a different Senſe, as expreſſive of a greater 
and leſſer degree of Surprize and Eſteem. He 
kad always: been deem'd an incomparable Peer, 
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and an uncommon Genius, but he was now 
look'd upon as ſuperior to the Reſt of Man- 
kind; and had we liv d in the Times of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, it would undoubtedly 


have been believed, he was attended and aſ- 


ſiſted by ſome benevolent Spirit, as Socrates is 
ſaid to have been by his Demo. _ 
The former of theſe is indiſputably one of 
the keeneſt Satires that ever was written, and, 
at the ſame time, the moſt humourous and moſt 
juſtifiable ; as he hardly attacks any one therein, 
who had not firſt fallen foul upon him, and 
that without any previous Provocation. This 
brought upon hun a freſh Torrent of Billingſ- 
gate and Falſhood from thoſe Dances, whom 


he had immortaliz'd in this Poem; an Ad- 


vantage they could never have hoped for from 
their own heavy Productions; and which, ne- 
vertheleſs, they ungratefully repaid with ſcur- 
rilous Invectives. As he has collected them 
all, however, in one Point of View, one 
would have thought their Number might have 
kept theni in Countenance, and brought them 
into a tolerable Humour; in Effect, it would 
have been the beſt Courſe they could have 
taken, to liave put a good Face upon the Mat- 


ter, and join'd with the Town in the general 
Laugh; inſtead of daring to attack him again, 


and thereby running the Riſque of drawing 
down the Vengeance of his Pen afreſh upon 
them ; But it is a Fatality, which attends all 
Duuccs, to be wrong-headed. 1 
Amongſt thoſe, who fell upon him on this 
Occaſion, no one ſignalized himſelf more than 
our famous Laureat; who after having been 
ſtoically filent, as himſelf expreſſes it, fer 
. | | VF ĩͤ 
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Twenty Years together, notwithſtanding the 


frequent Correction he met with from Mr. Pope's 


Pen, was at laſt fpirited up; as he avers, o 
mts 


ſeveral Perſons of Quality; to enter the L 
with him, and endeavour to make Repriſals; 
though it muſt be confeſs'd, (and indeed the 


Laureat ſeems himſelf to be ſenſible of it, and 


even to acknowledge it) there was no Manner 
df Equality between the Combatants.. 
In one Pcint, however, it muſt be own'd, 
Mr. Cibber ſhew d great Prudence, namely, in 
making his Attack in humble Proſe ; well know- 


ing, not only, that he ſhould be no Match for 


dur Poet in Verſe, but that ſhould he even at- 
tempt to fatyrize him im Rhyme, Mr. Pope 


would very probably gain a treſh Advantage 


over him thereby, and turn his Metre againſt 


himfelf (as contending Armies frequently do 
their Enemies Cannor:;) and that though it 
might not have ſufficient Force to wound 
our Poet, yet when directed back again 175 
Mr. Pope's skillful Hand, might be levell'd ſo 
ſucceſsfully, as to pierce him through and 

To do Mr. Cibler Juſtice, we will not deny, 
that there is ſome Merit in his Letter, and 


that the Equanimity and eaſy Temper, with 


which he ſupports the ſevere Laſhes, our Poet 


has frequently beſtow'd upon him, and the 


good Humour with which he joins in the Laugh, 
When he has received a palpable Hit, is apt to 
prepoſſeſs us in ſome Meaſure in his Favour, 
and make us think, Mr. Pope has uſed him a 
little too hardiy: Another Circumſtance, like- 
wile, that pleads ſtrongly for our Laureat, is, 
that he does not deviate into Scurrility and Ill- 

1 manners, 
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manners, but treats his Adverſary with as much 


Decency as the Nature of the Thing will ad- 
mit. Neither ſhould we be impartial, if we 
conceal'd, that Mr. Citber in one Place, has 
taken our Poet at a manifeſt Diſadvantage, and 


has very judiciouſly made the moſt of it; 


whereby he ſucceſsfully turn'd the Ridicule 
from lumſelf upon Mr. oh and got the 
Laughers on his Side. Our Poet, in one of his 
Epiſtles, happens to have this Expreſſion; 


And has not Colley too his Lord and Whore ? 
Upon this the Laureut obſerves ſmartly enough, 


cc Su poſe Colley as nappily inſpired as Mr. Pope, 


© had- turned the ſane Verſe bs 1-6 him, and 
cc with only the Name changed had made it 
* run thus; | | | 
Aud has not Sawney too his Lord and Whore ? 


e Wou'd not the Satyr have been equally juſt? 
« Or, wou'd any ſober Reader have ſeen more 
cc in the Line than a Mouthful of I-manners? 
« Or, wou'd my protefling myſelf a Satyriſt, 
ce give me a Title, to wipe my foul Pen, upon 
& the Face of every. Man I did not like? Or, 


c wou'd my Impudence be leis Impudence in 
« Verſe than in Proſe, or in 8 Company? 


e What ought I to expect leſs than that you 
ce wou'd knock me down for it, unleſs the 
« happy Weakneſs of my Perſon might be my 
“ Protection? Why then may not I inſiſt, that 
« Colley or Sawnzy, in the Verſe, wou'd make 


4 no Difference in the Satyr? Now let us exa- 
mine how far there wou d be Truth in it on 
« either Side ?” 
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of Hemer; there was a late young Nobleman, 


c 


© Mir. Cidter then ay to obſerve, that, as 
to the firſt Part of the Charge the Lord, they 


had both had him, and ſometimes the ſame 


Lord; but if it was no Reflection upon either 


of them, to keep their Betters Company, the 


Satyr, therefore, in this Point, if there was any, 
cou d only fall upon the Peer for aſſociating 


himſelf with them. As to the latter Charge, 
e continues he, the Whore, indeed, I doubt, you 
cc will have the better of me; for I muſt own, 
<« J believe I know more of your Whoring, than 
« you do of mine; becauſe I don't recollect, 
ce that ever I made you the leaſt Confidence of 
«© my Amours, though I have been very near 
« an Eye-Witneſs of yours.” Upon which Mr. 
Cibber obſerves, and not inju liciouſſy, that to 
ſay only, a Man has his Whore, without ſome 
articular Circumſtances, to aggravate the Vice, 
is a very flat Piece of Satyr, becauſe, defendit nu- 
merus, moſt Men have been guilty of the ſame. 
He goes on to ſay, But as Mr. Pope has fo 

cc particularly pick'd me out of the Number to 
make an Example of, why may not I take 
the ſame Liberty, and even ſingle him out for 
& another, to keep me in Countenance? He 


any 


cC 


«© muſt excuſe me, then, if, in what I am about 


< to relate, I make free with a little private 


< Converſation : But, as he has ſhownno Mercy 
c to Colley, why ſhou'd fo unprovoked an 
« Agereſtor expect any for himſelt? And, if 


< Truth hurts him, I can't help it. He may 
< remember then, continues the Laureat, (or 
ce if he won't I will) Mr. Buttons Coffee-Houſe 
© was in Vogue, and ſo long ago, as when he 
« had not tranſlated above Two or Three Books 


( as 


7 


cc (as much his Lord as mine) who had a good 
cc Deal of wicked Humour; and who, though 
cc he was fond of having Wits in his Company, 
cc as not ſo reſtrained in his Conſcience, but | 9 
cc that he loved to laugh, at any merry Miſchief 0 
*« he cou'd do them. Z | 
< This noble Wag, I fay, in his uſual Gayete 
c. de Cxur, with another Gentleman ſtill in Be- 1 
« ing, one Evening lily ſeduced, the celebrated . i 
c Mr. Pope, as a Wit, and myſelf as a Laugher, | 
cc jnto a certain Houſe of Carnal Recreation, 4 
« near the Hay-Market; where his Lordſhip's 0 
c Frolick was propoſed, to flip his little Homer, | 
cc as he called him, at a Girl of the Game, that | 5 
« he might ſee what ſort of a Figure, a Man of 'YF 
cc his S. ze, Sobriety, and Vigour (in Verſe) | 
« wou'd make, when the frail Fit of Love had 
« got into him; in which he ſo far ſucceeded, 
ce that the ſmirking Damſel, who ſerved us with 
* Tea, happened to have Charms ſufficient, to 
cc tempt the little tiny Manhood of Mr. Pope, 
cc into the next Room with her; upon which, 
cc you may imagine, his Lordſhip was in as 
«© much Joy, at what might happen within, as 
« our ſmall Friend cou'd probably be in Poſſe- 
c ſhon of it; But I, (forgive me all ye mortified 
« Mortals, upon whom his fell Satyr las ſince 
* fallen) obſerving he had ſtaid as long as with- | 
ce out Hazard of his Health he might, I, f 


Prick d tot by fooliſh Honeſty and Love, 


As Shakeſpear ſays, without Ceremony, threw 
& open the Door upon him, where I found this 
© little haſty Hero, like a terrible Tom-Tir, 
- partly perch'd upon the Mount of Love.” But 
* ſuch was my Surprize, that I fairly laid Hold 
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ce. of his Heels, and actually drew: him down, 
& ſafe and ſound, from his Danger. 
4 My Lord, who ſtaid tittering without, in 
« Hopes the fecret Miſchief he came for wou d 
« have been compleated, upon my giving an 
« Account of the Action within, began to 
c“ curſe, and call me a Hundred filly Puppies, 
c for my impertinently ſpoiling the Sport; to 
c which, with great Gravity, I reply d; Pray, 
* my Lord, conſider, what I have done was in 
ce Regard to the Honour of the Nation! For, 
c wou'd you have had ſo glorious a Work, as 
ce that of making Homer ſpeak elegant Engliſh, 
4 cut ſhort, by laying up our little Gentleman 
& of a Malady, which his thin Carcaſe might 
< neyer have been cur'd. of? No, my Lord, 
Homer wou'd have been too ſerious a Sacrifice 
to our Evening Merriment. Now, purſues 
C Mr. Cibber, as his Homer has ſince been ſo 
< happily compleated, who can ſay, that the 
World may not have been. obliged, to the 
„ kindly Care of Colley, that ſo great a Work 
<« ever came to Perfection ? Inwhich Obſer- 
vation, we can't help remarking, he has humo- 
rouſly made uſe of the ſame Argument, as Ovid 
puts into the Mouth of Liyſſes, when contend- 
ing with Ajax, tor tlie . of Achilles; 
namely, that as he, by a Stratagem, had been 
the Means of diſcovering that Hero, when diſ- 
guis'd in the Court of Lycomedes, and of bring- 
ing *him to the Siege 4 Troy, the Merit of all 
- his glorious Actions, ought, in ſome Meaſure, 
to be placed to his Account. Our Laureat then 
concludes his Detail of this whin/ecal Adventure, 
with this ſmart Reflection.“ And now again, 
| | 4 gentle Reader, let it be judged, whether, 2a 
1 5 | ” f 1 Lora 


„ 
* Lord and the Whore abovementioned, might 
6 not, with equal Juſtice, have been apply'd 
« to ſober Sawney the Satyriſt, as to Co/ley the 
.<c' Cooninal?”- +1... --: EN 
This ſhrewd Obſervation, and, more eſpe- 
cially, the good Reception it met with from 
the Public, who came readily into the Ridi- 
cule, is 1 and, we helieve, 
not without Reaſon, to have pretty much net- 
tied our ingenious Poet; who, notwithſtanding 
his incomparable Genius, and his many valu- 
able Qualities, was not quite froe from Failings; 
for, indeed, what meer Man ever was! It is 
no Wonder, therefore, that it drew, either 
from the Perſon aggriev d himſelf, or ſome of 
his Friends, a Kind of Reply, entitled A Lick 
at the Laureat, &c. which Piece, as much as 
we are apt to be prepoſſeſſed in Favour of 
Mr. Pope, and even as deſirous as we were of 
ſeeing how he, or his Apologiſts, would repel 
the Ridicule, and retort it upon his Adverſary, 
it muſt be own'd, we think, might better have 
been ſpared. - In Effect, whether it was written 
by himſelf, or one of his Friends, it falls ſhort 
of the Spirit which. reigns thro” all his other 
Works; and even of that Humour, which ge- 
nerally runs thro' thoſe Pieces that are penn'd 
by his Advocates: In a Word, it fails in the 
main Deſign, namely, of diverting the Laugh 
from our Poet upon the Laurent. os | 
We will not deny, however, that ſome plau- 
ſible Excuſes are made therein, for the Severity 
with which Mr. Cibler has been treated; and 
particularly, that the Paſſage abovementioned, 
which the Laureat has ſo judiciouſly taken the 


Advantage of, is vindicated, in ſome Meaſure, 


by 


L 36 
by ſubſtituting the Particle ill inſtead of too, in 
which Caſe the Senſe of the Verſe is greatly al- 
en,, 
And bas not Colley s T1LL his Lord and Whore ? 
But even with this Emendation, and not- 
withſtanding all that his Apologiſts have ſaid in 
his Behalf, the Laureat has viſibly the Better 
of his Antagoniſts, in the Opinion of all im- 
darual Judges, and that for ſeveral obvious 
eaſons; it had been well, therefore, if Mr. 
Pope, at this Juncture, inſtead of offering to 
enter the Liſts with his Adverſary, either in 
Perſon, or by his Proxies, had let the Contro- 
verſy die without an Anſwer; and had remem- 
ber d, what Ajax not injudiciouſly obſerves, on 
a ſimilar Occaſion Ot ay =, 


Tile tulit Pretium jam nunc certaminis bujus, 

NQYon, cum vittus erit, mecum certaſſe feretur. 

But the wiſeſt and greateſt of Men are ſome- 
tunes overieen. _ 1 8 


One obvious Reaſon, why it would haye 


been better, to have let the Laureat's Letter 


eſcape without Notice, is, becauſe, in the Lick 


to the Laureat, (and we might add, in divers 
other Pieces of Mr. Pope, and his Coadjutors, 
bur that our Obleryations upon them will come 


in more properly hereafter) we are hardly in- 


form'd ot any Thing mew. That Mr. Cibber 


was not a Man of the moft unexceptionable Life; 
That he had been frequently * though not 


always; that he was after of a pretty good 
Aſſurance ; had his Share of Vanity; had Joved a 
Girl; nay, was ſometimes guilty of Swearing ; 
and even, upon Occaſion, might be contented, 

| 5 in 


/ 


L. 571 
in order to keep up the good Humour, of ſome 
of his beſt Friends, to act the Part of a But- 
foon; this is nothing but what, if true, muſt 
have been well known to all his Acquaintance; 
neither was it any Wonder, that a Man who 
had been ſo many Years uſed to the Stage, was 
not a ſtrict Moraliſt, and neither wanted for 
Aſſurance nor Vanity, for it would have been 4 
much more ſurprizing, had it been otherwiſe z þ 
but that the ſober Satyriſt, who had been ſo ſe- þ 
vere a Cenſor of Vice and Folly in others, ſhould 1 
ſuffer bimſelf to be ſo overtaken, was what could 
not fail, of highly diverting the ill-natur'd Part 
of the Town, and even ot exciting a Smile in 1 
the beſt and moſt human Tempers ; eſpecially, 
when they conſider d the Misfortune of his per- 
ſenal Deformity, and weakly Conflitution, which - 
not only muſt render him very «fit tor ſuch | 
Adventures, but muſt make him eminently the 2 
Object of Ridicule, by the groteſque Figure he. 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have cur, on ſuch an Oc- 
caſion. - 2 os 
Neither does it much mend the Matter to \ 
recriminate upon Mr. Cibter, in the Lick to the 
Laureat, by the Story of his Addreſſes to 
kk. Mrs. Suſanna Maria N. a; nor yet by: 
obſerving, he was then Fourſcore, and had a 
Rival of much the ſame Age, one Mr S——-y ; 
which gave Occaſion, to a certain. Nobleman 
(ho atterwards carried the Lady from both ot 
them) on ſeeing her appear, attended by her 
Brace of antique Admirers, to ſay ; Here comes 
fair Suſanna and the Tiuo Flders./ For, in the 
firſt Place, the Laureat, who muſt be ſuppoſed. ; 
to know beſt, avers, he wanted above Eight N 
Years of that Age, which makes a conſiderable 
N 11 


ter, at that Age. 
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Difference, every ſingle Year, after a Man is 
turn d of Seventy, being equal to Seven, when 
between T yginty and Thirty; and ſuppoſing it 


to be true, and that Mr. Pope was not above 


Six or Seven and Twenty, at the Time of his 
Amour beforemention'd, whilit the Laureat was 
Fourſcore, when finitten with fair Sulſun, yet, 
when we conſider the Difference, between the 
mfirm Conſtitution, and bodily Defects of the 


one, with the - vigorous old Age of the other, 


who never labour d under any ſuch Defeat, we 
ſhall find the Latter might be near as young; 
even at Fourſcore, as the Former even at 
Twenty-ſix; and of this we had a memorable 
Inſtance, in Sir Stephen Fox, who had Two 
Children, and if we miſtake not, at a Birth, by 
his Lady, who was of an unblenii{t'd Charac- 


Not that we mean it as any Kind of Re- 


| proach, either upon our Poet, or the Laureat, 


that they. were ſuſceptible of Love; for who is 
not? ſo true it is, what the late celebrated 
Duke of Buckingham obſerves, upon this Head; 
* That Love, aLmicuty Love, has made 
% SOLOMON commit Idolatry, Davip contrive a 
Murder, and all the World play the Fool at 


c ſome time or other. 


Another Reafon, why it would have been 
better for Mr. Pope to have let the Laurcat's 
Letter on without any Notice, is, becauſe he 
might ſure his Anſwer would provoke a 
Reply, in which he was not certain the latter 
would not again get the Laugh on his Side ; 


as he undoubtedly has, by heightening the ri- 


diculous Image he had before given us of our 
Poet, when the hot Fit was upon him, by _ 
4 ” . Indi- 


* 2 W- . 
| ludicrous" Circumſtances, and the merry Simile of 
a long-legg'd Spider making Love in a Cob web. 
hut this is not the only Advantage Mr. Pope 
has thereby given Mr. Cibber; for, not only in 
the abovementioned Lick to the Laureat, but in 
the new Edition of the Dunciad, it is evident- 
ly viſible; both from the Prolagomena of Horible- 
rus, and the Comment of Arifarchus, as alſo 
from the great Pains he has taken to cancel fo 
many Leaves, merely to ſubſtitute the Name 
of the Laureat, inſtead of that of Theobald, how 
much. he was nettled at that Letter ; whilſt, on 
the contrary, his Adverſary has ſhown thro'-- =— 
out that Epiſtle, great Command of Temper and | 
Good-nature ; nay, in ſome Places, has join'd 
in the Laugh, and rallied himſelf very agree- 
ably, as Page 39, 40; and every one knows, 
when two Diſputants are engaged in a Con- 
troverſy, if either of them fligs into a Paſſion, 
at what is ſaid by the other, the Standers-by 
naturally conclude he is galld and touch'd in a 
{cre Place. However, this is not all, for Mr. Pope 
has thereby given his Adverſary an Opportu- 
nity to take his Dunciad to Pieces, and animad- 
vert ray juſtly upon ſome Pattages, which, 
6 | _ notwithſtanding the plauſible Apology made 
tor them, are by no Means to be vindicated, 
neither by .the Authority of any ancient or 
modern Bards, nor any other Excuſe whatever; 
and of this Mr. Pope himſelf ſeems to have 
been very ſenſible, by ſuppreſſing the Initials 
in one of thoſe Paſſages, in the new Duodeci mo 
Edition of lis. Dunciad, which is a tacit Ac- 
 knowleagment, the Cenſure paſsd upon them by 
the Laureat, is juft: In a Word, he has on 
this Head, retorted the Charge of Scurrility, Im- 
| + 9 pudence 
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pudence and Immorality, upon our Poet, very 
bandfomely ; and it mutt be owned, in the In- 
ſtances there cited, not without ſome Fornda- 
tion; all that be pleaded therefore, on this oc- 
cations: is, his ſatyrical Genius ran away with 
his Diſcretion: and Probity, and he might have 
-faid with Medea in Ovid; «©» 
Video meliora, proboque, - 
Deteriora ſequor. - - - 


Again; Mr. Pope, or his Friends for him, 
-by publiſhing the above-mentioned Pamphlet, 
er the New Dunciad, with the Prolegomena, 
Annotations, Remarks, Ec. 'thereto annexed; 
not only has given Mr: Cibber an Opportunity 
of retorting the above-mentioned Charge upon 
our Poet, but of falling likewiſe very ſeverely, 
and not without Reaſon, upon one of his Coad- 
-urors, namely, the Author of the Pretace to 
the laſt: Quarto Edition of the Dunciad, which 
made its Appearance Ofober 29, 1743, and is 

ſubſcribed with the Initials V. V .) 
This Author, whom the Laureat ſuppoſes a 
Clergyman of Parts, and great Learning, upon 
the Information, as he aſſures us, of a Perſon 
of Diſtinction, having acquainted us, That 
he had lately the Pleaſtire to paſs ſome 
Months with the Author in the Country, 
© and had prevailed on him to do what he had 
c long deſired, namely, to favour him with his 
© Explanation of ſeveral Paſſages in his Works, 
1% Fw It happened juſt at that Juncture was 
© publiſhed a ridiculous Book againſt him, full 
© of perſonal Reflections; which furniſhed him 
© withan Opportunity of improving it, by giv- 
ing it, what alone it wanted, a more conſſllerable 
; > > Ds 1 „ ; . Fa org. 


. . 
« Hero. He was always ſenſible of its Defect, con- 
© finues he, in that Particular, and owned he had p 
let it paſs, with the Hero it had, purely for | 
© want of a better ; not entertaining the leaſt 
Expectation, that ſuch a one was reſerved for 
that Poſt, as has ſince obtained the Laurel: 
c But, ſince that has happened, he could no 
© Jonger deny this Juſtice, either to him, or the 
"© Dunciad. | LD 4 
Upon this Mr. Cibber very ſmartly obſerves, 
If the Circumſtance of his being choſen Lau- 
reat, gave him an immediate Title to the Poſt, 
how came he to be kept out of his Right to 
| this Blockhbeadly Empire for thirteen Years ? 
And, why was he not inftall'd, in the very firſt 
Edition of his Dunciadꝰ? As it is certain he was 
not, he from thence very juſtly concludes, the 
ſole Reaſon of his being ſingled out for that 
Purpoſe now, was his having acquired the 
freſh Merit of highly provoking our Poet. The 
reberend Doctor, however, if ſuch he be, pro- 
ceeds to aſſign another Reaſon, as follows; 
And yet I will venture to ſay, there was an- 
other Motive, which had ſtill more Weight 
with our Author: This Perſon (meaning the 
Laureat) was one, who, from every Folly, not 
to ſay Vice, of which another would be a/ſbam- 
ed, has conſtantly derived a Vanity; and 
© therefore was the Man in the World, who would 
© leaſt be hurt by it. 
Db pon this the Laureat makes ſome ſmart Ob- 
ſervations, that relate to our Poet; after which 
he proceeds to this juſt Remark upon the Prieſt, 
Would it not become a Divine (though a 
Poet might ſay any thing) when he detracts 
from any Man's Character in ſo publick a 
ff 3 
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© you have accuſed me of? 


— 


Manner, to have his Aſſertions (though they 
© were true) back d with a little better Evi- 
© dence? Left the Licence of his Pen ſliould 
© be thought a Vice of a deeper Ds than any 

| We muſt own, 
we cannot help- thinking this a palpable Hit, a 
home Thruſt, which the Dofor will find it hard 
to parry or get clear of, in the Opinion of al 
Men of Candour. The printing a malicious Aſper- 


ion, upon no other Foundation, for aught ap- 
pears to the contrary, than a meer ipſe.dixit, 


and that without any Provocation, will ſurely be 
allowed a lac ker 8 and more bęinous Vice 
in one of his Character and Function, than any 
one whereof he has accuſed poor Corley. 

But we will leave him̃ to the Lab of the Lau- 
reat, who, it muſt be own'd, lays it on hand- 
ſomely, as follows : © I am afraid you have been 
in ill Company this Summer. And that Mr. 


© Pope, perceiving your Inclination, to ſet up 


for a Hit, has waggiſhly given you me. to try 
< your G0og-w1ll upon. Now really, Sir, I can- 


not bur ſay this mult have been very Childiſo 


in NE of you! For, while by his Advice, 


you run your Head into a Waſp's Neſt, in 


< order to kill them, will not that Advice be 
« juſt as merry @ Proof of his Friendſhip, as your 


_ < following it will be a.grave que (he might 
have ſaid a sAD one, which would have 


© made the Contraſt ſtronger) of your Diſcretion ? 
What in Nature could you propoſe by it? 


© How could you hope, 10 idle a Frolick as 


0 your. ſtanding Sticker in a Battle, between a 
« peeviſh Poet, and a laughing Comedian, would 


© not ſoil Four Charatter ? But ſince you are 


© ſo fond of the Office, I will ſhew you all poſ- 


“ flble 
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4 © ſible Fair - play, and by band/omely trimming 
© your Caſſock, will Jay myſelf as open to your 
< 'Ridicule, as your Appetite to Fame can de- 
* me.” „„ | | | 
If the reverend Doctor has any ſenſe of Shame 

left in him (for ſome of his Fraternity have not) 

muſt he not blufb at the ludicrous Idea this Pic- 

ture, which, it cannot be denied, is draws to 

the Life, gives of him? How would he like to 

ſee a Print of himſelf; in his Canonicals, and of 

the Laureat, in the Character of Lord Fopping- 

ton, in his own Careleſs Husband, (that is, of a 

Man, who, with ſome Share of Wit, and Aun- 

Hance of Good-nature, rallies agreeably his own 

Follies) expoſed to the View of the Publick; 

mounting the Stage together; the PRIEST, arm- 

ed with a Stiletto, to ſtab like an Aſſaſſin, un- 

awares, under the Shelter of the Initials W. NV. 

and the other only with a huge hirchen Rod, to 

correct and jerk him, into a quicker ſenſe of De- 

cency, and the Duty of his Function ? I dare 

believe it would touch him to the Quick, and yet 

this is what he richly deſerves. What Apology 

could he make for himſelf ; certainly none; 

Or, if he offered at one, would not his Mouth 

de effefnally fopt, by the ſhrewd Anſwer, of one 

of our Monarchs to the Pope; who re:laimed 

a Prelate that had been found in Arms, fighting 

| . him: In this Dreſs did I find him, Holy 

ather (ſaid our Prince, ſending the Suit of 

Armour in which the Biſhop was taken) Eõj 

noc whether it be thy Son's Coat or no, Exod. 

XXXVit. 32. Had Mr. Pope no one to rake into 

the arty Controverſy, and make the Cat's-Paw 
ot, till a charitable ne apr Prieſt, very rafhly 

and foolifply, lent lim his Hand, without any 

5 Provo- 
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Provocation; let him then have his due Re- 


as cantentedly as he can, with his burnt Fin- 
gers. n 1 gy EEE”: oo 
In effect, were there nothing elſe than this 


miſerable Criminal in it, Miſapplication of his 


ime, that alone would be high ſcandalous, in 
one of his Churaffer, whoſe Duty it is, Whe- 
ther beeats or drinks; or whatever he does, to do all 
fo the Glory of God ; and when heightened with 


the aggravating Circumſtance: of unprovoked IMA. 


tice, it wants a Name; it is truly diabolical. Had 
the reverend Doctor duly conſidered this, we 
fancy, he would have acted. otherwiſe, and are 
apt to believe, by this Time, he wiſhes he had 


not had the Pleaſure of his Abode ſome Months 


his Diſgrace, he, like ſome of his Brethren, is 


more converſant, in the Works of Poets and Play- 


ers, than in the Scriptures, which alone he oug 
to conſult. + 0 F 
But, as if the Father of Miſchief had owed 


this reverend.Dunce a Shame, and having taken 


him at an Advantage, was determined to pay 


it him home ; this is neither the only one, nor 


the wor/t Overſigbt, of which this venerable Pro- 


flitute (for we can call a Man of his Funif7ion, 


who ſo ſtamefully proflitutes his Dignity, by 


lending his Pen to - ſuch Uſes, no better) has 


been guilty. In Imitation of another iucorrigi- 
ble Blunderer, in a higher Sphere, who, at the 


ſame time that he was making the moſt ample 


Conceſſions to the profeſſed Enemies of his Coun- 


| try, and ee came into any Meaſures 
e 


they. were pleaſed to propoſe ; though by all 


this Condeſcenſion he could never obtain the 


teſt 
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rat Suſptn/ion of * Heſtilities, no, nor even com- 
mon Civility, or Humanity, from them; this 


fame time that he could not obtain 
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Chief of the Wrongheads, not only enter 'd into 
a League with Mr. Pope, to calumniate the 


Laureat, a Perſon wholly unknown to him, unleſs 
by Hearſay ; but, by clubbing bis Mite, to the 


introducing the laſt Edition of his Dunciad, with 


the greater Pomp, has render'd himſelf, in a 


great Meaſure, acceſlary, to all the Scandal 
contain'd therein: And he did this (to ſhew 
how juſt the Parallel was 1 at the 

rom his 
mew Alley, an Exemption from Hoſtilities for his 
own Brethren; what did we ſay, his own Bre- 
thren, no, not for himſelf / In order to ſer this 
in a glaring Light, we muſt repeat, what has 


- 


been already advanced, that the Door, by 


clubbing his Mite to its Introduction to the 


World, with the greater Pomp, has render'd 
himſelf er to, and anſweratle for, all that 
is contained therein; and having premiſed this, 


let us ſee whether he has obtained any Mercy 
for his Brethren, or even any Quarter for him- 


ſelf. In the Dunciad, Book II. v. 352. we find 


it thus written for our Inſtruction: 


Dullneſs is ſacred, in a ſound Divine 5 


This is a general Satyr upon the whole Order; 


for all of them, how little ſoever they may de- 


ſerve it, are ambitious of being thought ound 
Divines, and we doubt not, V. N. among the 
Reſt- But, as if this was not ſufficient, three 


Lines lower, our Poet proceeds to ſay; 


TTV 


166 
Aud bim wide a SA Anur fand, 

* A £OW-BOKN, Cet toned, SELFISH, SER= 
VE BAN, 
* Prouer or to GVARD " N to SAINT 

[or DAMN, 
* * Heav' N'S Suit, ho hight for ay; God, or 
[Man 


A very Any 2 this of the whole 
Body of the Clergy ! for undoubtedly the Word 
Army will include them all! A very pretty Poem 
| this, for a Clergyman to hoer into the World! 
And a 4, pretty Ch, 2, to patronize ſuch a 
Poem! We acknowledge it 4s replete ewith Wit, 
and in moſt Places the Satyr is u enough; but 
When our Poet falls Tndiſcriminately upon all Or- 
ders and Degrees of Men, fifHaminandus erat, 
as Horace ſays of Haterius, Ben Johnſon of 
' Shakeſpþ pear; he ought to have been reſtrain'd 
we don't miean by coercive-Means, but by vad 
Advice; and if Mr. V. N. had not Reſoketion 
enough to give this Advice to our Poet, nor 
yet Intereſt enough to obtain the Erazement of 
theſe Lines, he ought, at leaſt, to have broke 
off all Correfpondence with him. 
But, that we may do Juſtice on all Sides, let 
us ſee what Apology is made for this virulent 
Satyr, in the Remarks thereon: It is to be 
© hoped, ſays the Annotator, that the Satyr, in 
e th e Lines will be underſtood in the confin'd 
c Senſe; in which the Author meant it, of ouly 
« fucn of the Clergy, who, tho ſolemnly en- 
15 „ Bag d in the Service of Religion, dedicated 
„ themſelves, for vena! and corrupt Ends, to 
that of Miniſters, or Factions; and though 


„ educated — an entire Ignorance of the 
5 World, 


199 1 
World, aſpire to interfere in the Government 
© of it, and conſequently to diſturb, and diſ- 
order it. In which they fall ſhort only of 
c their Predeceſſors, when inveſted with 3 
larger Share of Power and Authority, which 
« they employ d indifferently, either in ſup- 
£ porting arbitrary Power, or in exciting Re- 
* bellion ; in canonizing the Vices of Tyrants, 
* or in blackening the Virtues of Patriots; in 
corrupting, Religion by Superſtition, or le- 
F traying it by Lilertiniſin, as either was thought 
b beſt, to ſerve the Ends of Policy, or flatter 
the Vices of the Great. Now if we can 
prove that Mr. V. N. is included in this De- 
cription, it is evident, he has not even ob- 
tain d Quarter for himſelf; and that he is one 
of thoſe, who lias Betrayed Religion by Lilerti- 
 piſm, is manifeſt, from his having contributed 
to uſher into the World, this Satyr upon his 


own Order; for which he has thereby made 


himſelf anſweratle ; Divers other Inſtances of 
this too great Licenciouſneſs could we produce, 
would the Bounds of this Treatiſe permit, par- 
ticularly, Book IV. from V. 571 to 596. where 
all Orders and Degrees of Men are taken in in- 
diſcriminately, but we think this ſufficient, and 
therefore, having thus ſhews the DR. in his 
true Colours, ſhall here take our Leave of him. 
Proceed we now to the Moral Eſſays, or 

_ Ethic Epiftles, of our. Poet, as they were the 
laſt, and in our Opinion, much the moſt ex- 
cellent of his Works, not but the others are all 
admirable in their ſeveral Kinds; in theſe, how- 
ever, he has more fully difplay'd, the vaſt Ex- 
tent of his Genius and Capacity, we might ſay 
alſo of his Knowledge, in every Branch of Li- 
%%% Bi 4 dce—.erature; 
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terature: In Effect, theſe Poems were univer- 
ſally admired, and gave infinite Pleaſure to all 
who peruſed them, at leaſt, to all who peruſed 
them with Candour. Neither is that to be 
. wonder'd at, when we conſider.” they were as 
uſeful as delightful; inſomuch that one could 
not read them without being the better for 
them, and the Mind being as much improved 
thereby as the Underſtanding; they had the 
full Force of a good Sermon, with all the 
Charms of Poetry; in ſnort, we might here ſee 
Satyr directed to its right End, and in full 
Beauty; and might hence learn of what Uſe 
that Kind of Writing might be made, when in 
a maſterly Hand, and aim d at its lawful Ob- 
ject; that is, when pointed againſt Vice in ge- 
neral, and inliſted in the Cauſe of Virtue. And 
yet, ſuch is the Depravity of Human Nature, 
. though theſe Eſſays were evidently calculated 
for this laudable End, there were not wanting 
ſome Pickthanks, who raiſed an invidious Cla- 
mour; on one of them, named aſte, and inſcrib d 
to the Earl of Burlington, with the charitable 
Den of drawing upon our Poet the Reſent- 
ment of one of his beſt Friends, and moſt 
munificent Patrons. 
They poſitively aver'd, the Character of 
Timon in that Epiſtle, was deſign'd for his 
Grace, and well knowing, that Ingratum ſi 
aixeris, omnia dixeris, as alto, that the faid No- 
bleman had once made Mr. Pope a more than 
Eee Preſent, which he likewiſe more 
than doubled, by his agreeable Manner of 
conferring it, tax d him with the blackeft In- 
gratitude, in lampioning his Benefactor; and they 
were even ſeconded in their Outcry. by ſome wy 
e dhe 


* 


„ 
the great Vulgar, who ſaw themſelves painted to 
the Life in that very Poem. By good Fortune, 
however, they were diſappointed in their 
Views; that great Man having too much Senſe 


to take the Satyr to himſelf, as he kindly ac- 


quainted our Poet, in a Letter under his own 
Hand; and all the Effect this malicious and 
impotent Attempt had, was to induce the Au- 
thor, for the future, to make Uſe of real Names, 
inſtead of thoſe which were fictitious. 

Having thus given a hort, but impartial Ac- 
count of Mr. Pope's Life and Poetical Pieces, we 
ſhall ſay one Word of his Proſaic Labours, and 


draw to a Concluſion: Upon this Head, then, 


we ſhall only obſerve, though they are by no 
Means comparable to his other Works, vet are 


they not without their Merit; nay,- ſo enter- 


taining are they in their Kind, eſpecially his 
Letters, that any one, who had not known 
the Author as a Poet, would have reckon'd him 
amongſt the, fine Writers; what adds moſt to 
their Value, however, 1s, that we may there 
view him, in a Deſbabille, if we may uſe that 


Expreſſion, without Reſerve, and without 


Diſguiſe; and that any impartial Perſon may 
plainly diſcover therein a Spirit of univerſal 
Benevolence and Bene ficence; in a word, the 
Friend of Mankind in General; it is no Won- 
der that a Perſon of this aimable Di ſpoſition, 
(who was an Honour not only to his Country, 
but to his whole Species) was not wanting in 
any of the Social or Relative Duties; and that 
accordingly we find united in him, notwith- 
ſtanding ſome little Failings, from which, as 
has already been obſerved, no mere Man was 
ever exempt, not only the agreeable a 
| ; ut 
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the effefionate Brother, and the moff dutiful and 
tonder Sn; Qu aL1TIEs infinitely more Praiſe- 
orthy than his Being, as he undoubtedly is, 
the gnaateſ Poet this or any Age ever produced, 
if weconfider him in the ſeveral Kinds of that 
Art wherein he excell'd. | 5 8 
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Loft WILL and TESTAME 

ALEXANDER POPE, E 

Extracted from the Regiſtry of the Pre- 
TE rogative Court of Canterbury. 


In the Name of God, Amen. 


cc. oa Alexander Pope, of Twickenham, 
© I in the Couniy of Afiddleſex, 
© 


make this my laſt Will and Teſ- 
(e 
.CC 
<c 
= 


K AB - 


ce 
Pq 


* 


Addition after the Words Filius fecit, of 


* theſe only, Et Sibi, Qui Obiit, Anno 17 , 


* Atatis , and that it be carried to the 
Grave by ſix of the pooreſt Men of the 


a Pariſh, to each of whom 1 order a Suit of 


grey coarſe Cloth as Mourning ; If 1 hap- 
© pen to die at any inconvenient Diſtance, 
<< let the ſame be done in any other Pariſh, 
* and the Inſcription be added on the Mo- 


* nument at Twickenham. I he eby make and 
* appoint my particular Friends Alen Lord 


- 


0 Bathurſt, Hugh Earl of Marcel mont, the 
* Hon. William Murray, his Majeſty's Sc li- 
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citor General, and George Arbuthnot, of the 
Court of Exchequer, Eſq; the Survivors, or | 
Survivor of them, Executors of this my laſt 
Will and Teſtament: But all the Manu- 


ſcript and unprinted Papers which I'ſhall 


leave at my Deceaſe, I defire may be deli- 
vered to my noble Friend Henry St. Fob 
Lord Bolingbroke, to whoſe ſole Care and 
Judgment I commit them, either to be pre- 


ferv'd or deſtroy d; or, in caſe he ſhall not 


ſurvive me, to the aboveſaid Earl of March- 
mont Theſe, who in the Courſe cf my 
Life, have done me all other good. Offices, 
will nor refuſe me this laſt after my Death. 


I leave them therefore this Trouble, as a 


Mark of my Truſt and Friendſhip,” onl 

deſiring them each to accept of ſome ſmall 
Memorial of me; That my Lord Boling- 
broke will add to his Library all the Volumes 
of my Works and Tranſlations of Homer, 
bound in red Morocco, and the eleven Vo- 
lumes of thoſe of Eraſmus; That my Lord 
Marchmont will take the large Paper Edi- 


tion of Thuanus, by Buckley, and that Por- 


trait of Lord BoJingbroke, by Richardſon, 
which he ſhall prefer; That my Lord Ba- 
thurſt will find a Place for the three Statues 
of the Hercules of Farneſe, the Venus of 
Medicis, and the Apollo in Chiaro Oſcuro, 
done by Kneller ; that Mr. Murray will 


accept of the Marble Head of Homer, by 


Banini, and of Sir Iſaac Newton, by Guel/7'; 
and that Mr. Arbuthnot, will take rhe 
Watch I commonly wore, which the King 
of Sardinia gave to the late Earl of Peter- 


borough, and he to me on his Death Bed, 


„ toge- 


e our, and when Mrs. 


c 


<<, together with one of 
8 BY Bolingbroke. : 4 


73:1 


* 


Oy * 


the Buſts of Spencer, Shakeſpear, Milton and 
« Dryden, in Marble, which his Royal Maſ- 
<© ter the Prince was pleaſed. to give me. I 
e giye and deviſe i my Library of printed 
„Books to Ralph Allen of Widcombe,- Eſq; 
&<.and to the Rev. Mr. William Warburton, 

« or to the Survitor of them (when thoſe 
« belonging to Lord 0 are taken 
Martha Blount has 

e cholen threeſcore out of the Number.) LI 


« alſo. give and bequeath to the ſaid Mr. Wore 


* hurton, the Property of all ſuch. of my 


Works already printed, as he hath. written, 


* or ſhall write Commentaries or Notes upon, 
and which I have not otherwiſe difpoſed of 
© or allienated, and all the Profits which ſhall 


« ariſe after my Death, from ſuch Editions as 


<« | he ſhall publiſh, without future Alterations. 
tem, In Caſe Ralph Allen, Eſq; abuve- 
“ faid ſhall ſurvive me, I order my Executors 
65 e Pay him the Sum of 150 7. being, to the 
« helt of my Calculation, the amount of 
what I have received from him, partly for 


« my own, and particularly for Charitable 


* Ules., If he refuſes. to take chis himſelf, 
ce I deſire him to employ it, in a Way I am 
«© perſuaded he will not diſlike, to the Benefit 
of the:Bath Hoſpitals! 77, 
- << give and deviſe to my, Siſter-in-Law, 
Mrs. Magdalen Racket, the Sum of 300 J. 

cc and to her Sons Henry and Rober $ Racket, 
,. each. I alſo releaſe and give to her 
„ all, my Right and Intereſt in and upon a 

AP © 8 1 ; : "8 Bond 
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Bond for 500 J. ole 26 We four ler Son 
« Michael); 1 alſo give her the Family Pic- 
& tures of my Father, Mother, and Aunts, 


„the "Diamond Ring my Noche Rd 
her Geld Watch. en . 
0. 1 give to Den Lewis, Gilbert W: q 


„ Sir Clement Cotierell, William Rawlinſon, 
Nasbaniel Hook, Efqrs; and to Mrs. Ar- 
46 but not, "each the Sum of 3 J. to be laid out 
in a Ring, or any Memorial of me: And 


to my Servant Jobn Sear), who Has faith 
ful and "ably ſerved me many Tears, I 
give and deviſe the Sum of 100 J. over and 
Above à Fear's Wages to himſelf and his 


« Wife; and to the Poor of the Pariſh of 


| TwickAbam-20 l. to be divided among them 


% dy the ſaid obn Scarle. And it is my Will, 
*Xob# Searle, die before me, that 
m of 700 l. 8⁰ to his Write or 


«the ſaid 


* Children. 914 II nin LF: 


Item, I vive and T deviſe to Mrs: Martha 
© Blount;' younger Daughter of Mrs: Martha 
6 n late of Welbeck.ſtreet, — oh 

«| ſqyare, the Sum of 1000 J. immediatel Woe 
my Deceaſe, andꝭ all the Furniture 


; e my Garden, HouſholdGood:, 


«© Ohatrels, *Plate, 'or whatever i is not other- 
© wile diſpoſed of in this my Will I give and 
6 deviſeè 14 the ſaid Mes. Martha Bloint, Out 
« of a ſincete Regard and long Friendſhip for 
« her; and it is my Will, thar my abo pete 
* Executors, the Stirvitors, or Survitor of 
chem, ſhall take an Account of all my Eſtate, 


Money, or Bonds, c. and after pay ing 
* my Debts and Legacies, ſhall place out a 


6s - Pre Reſidue upon Government or other 
l es Secu 


A 
A 


cc 


MN. _— 


of 


Toe) 


Seeurities, according to their beſt Judgment, 


and pay the Produce thereof Halt- -yearly to 
the faid Mrs. Mariba Blount, during her 


natural Life; and after her Deceafe, I give 


the Sum of 1000. to Mrs. Magdalen Rac- 
Let, and her Sons Robert, Henry, and Fobn, 
to be divided equally among them, or to 
the Survitors or durvitor of them. And after 
oy Deceale of the ſaid Mrs. Martha Blount, 
* the Sum of 200 J. to the aforeſaid 
Gi 


bert Weſt, 200 l. to Mr, George Arbuth- 
not, 200 J. to his Siſter Mrs. 3 — Arbuth- 


not, and 100 J. to my Servant John Searle, 


to which ſoever of theſe ſhall then be living, 
and all the Reſidue and Remainder to be 
conſidered as undiſpoſed of, and go to my 
next of Kin. 


„This is my laſt Will and Teſtament, writ- 


ten with my own Hand, and ſealed with 


my Seal, this 12th Day of vids a in the 
Year of 0 our Co 5p 2555 


9 me 


3 ALEXANDER POPE. 


4 F; PTE ay and declared $1 the Teſ- 


tator as his laſt Will and Teftartint, i in Pre- 
lence of us, 


. 7 
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4 Radnor. 

« Stephen Hales, Miniſter of FTeddingron 

„ Foſeph Spence, Profeſſor of Hiſtory in 
the Univerſity of Oxford. 


This Will » was proved at, London, before the 


Worſhipful George Lee, Doctor of Laws and 


Suro- 


vs Solicitor, f General; 5: And: 
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